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..... Who Want To 
Protect Our Freedoms! 


N the world today when your freedom to 
believe and worship as your conscience 
dictates, is just as important to you as free- 
dom from financial worry, there is ONE in- 
vestment which protects you both ways—a 
CHRIST’S MISSION FREEDOM ANNUITY. 
This annuity has as its primary purpose, the 
PROTECTION of your freedom from re- 
ligious forces which would dictate thought 
if they came to power in this country. Our 
ministry is being marvelously used of God in 
bringing others to a saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. 


A CHRIST’S MISSION FREEDOM AN- 
NUITY protects also your financial status by 
bringing you a generous and dependable 
income, as high as 8.2% a year, from the 
date you invest for the rest of your life. You 
give to God’s work and at the same time in- 
sure protection of your spiritual and finan- 
cial freedom. 


For complete details, send coupon today 


CHRIST'S MISSION 
369 Carpenter Ave., Sea Cliff, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 
= I am interested in your Freedom Annui- 
ties. Please send me FREE booklet with details. 


CHRIST'S MISSION, Inc. 


369 CARPENTER AVENUE, SEA CLIFF, N. Y. 








“MENACING SHADOWS" “THE ONE TRUE CHURCH" 
Boycott-Gambling-Ostracism Are Rome's Claims True? 
16MM 30 Minute Black and White Sound 16MM 30 Minute Colored Sound Film 

$10.00 RENTAL FREE-WILL OFFERING 


A TERRIFIC EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCE 











THE FILM HOLLYWOOD COULDN'T PRODUCE 
DON'T SEE THIS MOTION 


THE HIDDEN POWER will sweep you PICTURE UNLESS YOU CAN 
into the center of a man’s great per- . FACE THE | 
sonal struggle as he is torn between his } 


allegiance to the Constitution of the 
United States and to an Ecclesiastical YOY WILL - apploud Mike Regon 


system. * condemn his wife, Nikki 
* denounce Father Francis 











* weep with Mrs. Jacinto 















A A 16MM. SOUND PRODUCTION * thank God for Senator Bryan 
CHURCH- IN DRAMATIC COLOR. 
PACKING TIME: 50 MINUTES 
FILM. SHOW RENTAL: $17.50 
_THE HIDDEN “bee a 
POWER IN 


CHRIST'S MISSION, INC. 


BOX 925 SEA CLIFF, N. Y. 
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"Have you, too, 
forgotten Him 
in your Will ? 













Your Will Is Important to 
Your Family and the Lord 


WILL YOU REMEMBER 
CHRIST'S MISSION IN YOUR WILL? 
Use the following form of bequest: 

“I give, devise and bequeath to 
Christ’s Mission, a religious corpor- 
ation organized under the laws of the 
State of New York with offices in 
the Village of Sea Cliff, the sum of 








Special Reminder 


75th Anniversary Pin 


Your gift of $10.00 or more 
will bring you absolutely free 
a lovely lapel pin to remember 
us by. 


Binders 
You will want to purchase a 
beautiful yet simple to operate 
binder to keep your year's 
copies of "Christian Heritage." 
A valuable library... 
Only $2.00 each. 


Show These Enlightening 
Slides at your 


Missionary Group 
Sunday School Class 
Men's Fellowship 
Youth Meeting 
COLORED 35 MM - 2 Sets with Script 
ABSOLUTELY FREE 
e@ First Set on 
REHABILITATION CENTER 
@ Second Set on 
CHRIST'S MISSION OFFICE—How 
Letters and Requests are Processed 
This will acquaint you and your 
friends with this great ministry. 
Write for a date. 





Your Holiday Gift Subscriptions 
and Book Orders — NOW. ) 
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the magazine or Christ’s Mission should be ad- 
dressed to the Main Office. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Single copy, 30¢; 1 year, $2.50; 2 years, $4.50; 
3 years, $6.50; 50¢ additional for subscriptions 
outside U.S. A. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

At least one month before a change is to take 
effect, send your new address with the old one. 
If possible, enclose your address label. The Post 
Office will not forward copies unless you provide 
extra postage. Duplicate copies cannot be sent 
unless your request is accompanied by 30¢ per 
issue. 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE is published monthly (ex- 
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ADVERTISING 
Christian Heritage offers a unique opportunity 
to advertisers, particularly publishers and book- 
stores, to reach a special, responsive audience. 
Inquiries and copy should be sent to Robert G. 
Hawley, Advertising Manager, at Sea Cliff. 


EDITORIAL OFFICE 


919 South Central Avenue, Glendale 4, California 
Telephone: Citrus 2-6611 
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Unsolicited manuscripts and photographs must 
be accompanied by return postage. We cannot 
assume responsibility for their safety. News- 
paper clippings should be properly identified to 
be usable. 
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IS 
THERE 

i 
CHRISTMAS 
IN 

ISRAEL ? 


With Jews still looking for their Messiah 
you might ask: “Is there a Christmas in 
Israel?” 


This little orphan along with other chil- 
dren are needy in Israel. All their lives all 
they have known has been suffering. 





Some of the Yemenite Jews in their 
great exodus to Israel were so undernour- 
ished they could hardly hold food. They 


were numb from weeks of terror and hope. 


A child of 12 weighed what a youngster 
of four should weigh. This is one of the 
many reasons we are ministering in Israel. 
God has led us to help these little children. 
We believe they are the future missionaries 
or Christian witnesses in Israel. 

Is there a Christmas in Israel? There 
can be—with your help! Hebrew Christians 
are still suffering discrimination. Their 
children become targets of ridicule. 


Your heart will be rejoicing if at this 
blessed Christmas season you help relieve 
distress and give a little happiness to 
needy, hungry Hebrew Christians in Is- 
rael and in Europe. Remember especially 
the little children and the aged Hebrew 
Christians whom we support in Homes. 
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i 
Reverend 


Jacob Peltz, INTERNATIONAL 
Secretary Hebrew Christian Alliance 
u. S. Ae CANADA 

5630 WN. Campbell Ave., 91 Bellevue Ave., Toronto, 
Chicago 45 5, , Ill. . ; B Ontario 
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MENTION Christian Heritage 
to our advertisers. 





STOP SMOKING! 
BANISH THE CRAVING FOR TOBACCO! 


The easily applied method explained in “*THE 
SMOKING HABIT” by Wodehouse will enable 

ou to quickly and positively rid yourself of the 
Tdheoes Habit. Read this book through. You'll 
enjoy it, and if you don’t give up smoking, you 
get your money back and no questions asked. 
Postpaid only $1.00. 


NEW LIFE Dept. CO-116 Rowan, lowa 


GOOD WISHES AND PRAYERS 


Thank you for an inspirational, in- 
formative magazine. With this check 
we enclose our good wishes for the mis- 
sion and our prayers ascend to God 
for protection and blessing in your 
work. Pray for us, that God will honor 
our prayers for the salvation of some 
of our Roman Catholic relatives. 


F.O.S., Pa. 
AN INTRODUCTION 


Thank you very much for the April 
and May issues of CHRISTIAN HERI- 
TAGE. Please inform me whether they 
are offered to introduce the magazine 
or if someone has given me a gift sub- 
scription. I was just about to send for 
a subscription when you sent the April 
issue. I appreciate any frank discussion 
of the Roman Catholic question, espe- 
cially at a time when the nation is 
about to be threatened with a Roman 
President. Keep up the good work. 


F.L.B., Calif. 
GIFT APPRECIATED 


Your recent gift of books and 
pamphlets to be used in our local li- 
brary has been received and we appre- 
ciate your sending them. We trust that 
they will be read and will prove helpful 
in our county. I would like to share a 
bit in your ministry at this time, so 
am enclosing my check to be used 
wherever most needed. 

R.H., Ky. 


A WARNING 
FROM ROME'S STRONGHOLD 


This is to let you know how grateful 
I am to you for the books and maga- 
zines which you sent me. Words can- 
not express my gratitude to you for 
the light I have received as I read 
these inspiring manuscripts. I am not 
ashamed to confess that I was ignorant 
of most of the things I read in your 
magazines. But after reading your is- 
sues for November, December, Janu- 
ary, and February, although I am not 
an American citizen, I cannot help but 
feel afraid, for I have noticed that 
Senator Kennedy is contesting, or 
rather indicating that he will contest 
for the 1960 presidential nomination. 

I hope that you Americans think 
deeply and understand well what you 
are trying to do. You know your his- 
tory, and you know why people came 
to America, and you know what re- 






ligious liberty really is. Should the 
servant of the pope become the Presi- 
dent of the U.S.A., your religious liber- 
ty will be at stake. Protestantism would 
be at stake. I beg of you, Dr. Montajo, 
to try your best to defeat this ungodly 
organization. We will all pray for you. 
You know the history of popes, priests, 
convents, monasteries, and the history 
of the Roman Catholic Church. 

I must congratulate you men who 
have the courage to stand bravely and 
speak against such wickedness, and I 
am sorry for the others who sit down 
quietly, try to compromise, and usually 
go against their own consciences like 
Pontius Pilate of old. Some Americans 
are not even concerned over the grave 
situation which would develop should 
Kennedy actually become President. I 
pray that your magazine may be a 
torch in the dark places where Roman 
Catholicism has dominated with its 
superstition, idolatry, and vice. May 
God bless those expriests, nuns, monks, 
bishops, and others, who have left the 
Roman prisons to serve their Lord and 
Master in the freedom of their con- 
sciences. 

D.M.T., S.A. 


MISSIONARY PROJECT 


We read your magazine from cover 
to cover and wish for more. Enclosed 
you will find names of people to whom 
we wish to have CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 
sent. This is our missionary project. 


H.J., Ore. 


WATCHFUL AND PRAYERFUL 


Enclosed is remittance for renewal 
of my subscription to the CHRISTIAN 
HERITAGE magazine. We look forward 
to each issue. May God bless you for 
opening our eyes to the danger that lies 
ahead if we are not watchful and 
prayerful. 

G.H., Wis. 


APPROVE NEW NAME 


I had always enjoyed your magazine 
under the name Converted Catholic 
but I believe that the new name, CHRIS- 
TIAN HERITAGE, is less confusing. I 
used to show the former to friends and 
they thought that it was put out by 
the Roman Church. I hope that your 
new name gathers many new friends 
and converts. 


R.M.H., Ill. 





CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 


KENNEDY'S CANDIDACY 


Your article in the current issue of 
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE is a most telling 
statement of facts pertaining to the 
candidacy of Senator Kennedy. I sin- 
cerely hope that it may be offered in 
pamphlet form, particularly if the 
senator is placed on the Democratic 
ballot. 


C.R.M., Calif. 
WANTS REPRINTS 


Your article, “The White House... 
A Vatican Outpost,” was just read and 
I wonder if it could be obtained as a 
reprint in the form of a tract for ex- 
tensive distribution. There are many 
so-called Protestants who are sound 
asleep, insofar as Roman Catholicism 
is concerned. 

C.B.LeF., Ill 


SEPTEMBER ISSUE PRAISED 


The September, 1958, issue of CHRIS- 
TIAN HERITAGE is tops! Never have I 
seen so many wonderful articles in one 
magazine. Your editorial “Death to 
Heretics!” was wonderful, as was 
“South American Report on Church 
and School,” by Rene Williamson, 
which was most enlightening, but your 
article, “The White House ... A Vati- 
can Outpost,” is so good it deserves 
the widest distribution. I am sending 
a copy of this letter to Dr. C. S. Lowell 
of P.O.A.U., with the hope that he will 
have reprints made. I am also having 


copies of the September issue of 
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE mailed to local 
pastors. 


The following quotation is very good, 
Dr. Montafio, and I feel that it should 
be at the masthead of CHRISTIAN HERI- 
TAGE: 

“Truth is not only violated by false- 
hood; it may be equally outraged by 
silence.” — Henry F. Amiel. 

R.F.S., Mich. 


FROM THE MISSION FIELD 


We are highly privileged to receive 
a “missionary subscription” to CHRIS- 
TIAN HERITAGE. How aptly named it is, 
and what vital, prayer-inspiring arti- 
cles the magazine contains! The Lord’s 
abundant blessing be upon Christ’s 
Mission and on CHRISTIAN HERITAGE. 
Greetings in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

J.R.E.B., Argentina 


DOCTOR'S ADVICE 


Enclosed is remittance for the CHRIS- 
TIAN HERITAGE magazine. A copy for 
December 1947 was put in my hands. 
It is too good to be missing! The 
testimony is strong and persuasive 
and converted priests can surely speak 
with great influence. 

Dr. J.C.W., O. 


IMPORTANT CRUSADE 


The CHRISTIAN HERITAGE magazine is 
engaged in a most important crusade 
enlightening our people concerning the 
errors of Roman Catholic doctrine. 
More power to you! 

A.K.W.., N.J. 
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FROM AN ADMIRER 


Mr. Montano: Some stuped protes- 
tant keeps sending me the trach you 
call a magazine. Please stop it as you 
are wasting your time. Send my copy 
to a mental institution, those people 
may believe it. 

You radicale protestants are all 
alike. You have so many outlandich be- 
liefs and sects that you effront anyone 
with one ioda of intelligence. 

I challenge you, or any of your foul- 
mouthed cohorts to a debate on reli- 
gion, but I won’t be on the defence, be- 
lieve me. 

P.D., Pa. 
© No comment. 


PRAYING FOR THIS WORK 


It is wonderful to know of your stand 
and your mission and your untiring 
efforts to bring to the fore the cause of 
freedom and truth. I am praying to 
our Almighty God that He will truly 
bless you and meet your needs in 
bringing your crusade to the attention 
of the world, and that many sleepy 
Protestants and those in the chains 
and bondage of the Roman Catholic 
Church will be aroused and brought to 
the light and life and freedom found 
only in Christ. 

D.K., O. 


KNOWS POWER OF DARKNESS 


Thank you for your very instruc- 
tive letter. We are with you heart and 
soul. I was a missionary in Brazil for 
over thirty-one years and well know 
the powers of darkness against which 
we are fighting. I arrived there Febru- 
ary 12, 1893, when the missionaries 
were a handful, the analfabetos [il- 
literates} about 86 percent, and perse- 
cution fierce. My life was threatened 
several times. 

But even then, priests were abandon- 
ing Rome; I helped three to escape 
from the Salesion College in Pernam- 
buco. Now God is doing marvels there, 
and latest news is that there are now 
about two million Protestants there, 
and almost as many ministers as 
priests. So few Brazilians care to study 
for the priesthood that they have to 
import them from Europe. I am en- 
closing a check for Father Chiniquy’s 
Fifty Years in the Church of Rome 
and also The Confessional, 

May the dear Lord abundantly bless 
you and meet your every need, for this 
work is surely His. Yours, almost 
eighty-nine years old and still in His 
service. 

Rev. H.J.McC., Calif. 


STAUNCH SUPPORTER 


The recent change of the name of 
the magazine to CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 
was wise and wonderful. I have been 
reading it for several years, and I also 
send subscriptions to my Lutheran 
pastor and to several of my friends. All 
are most enthused and praise every 
issue. 

G.T.M., Pa. 





A GYPSY 
MOTHER’S 
DESPAIR 


If there is one class poorer and 
more in need of the Gospel than 
another in Greece, it is the gypsies. 
One of their own number confessed 
to our native worker: “Unfortu- 
nately we use any means whatever, 
whether legal or illegal, from 
stealing to witchcraft, to earn our 
living. However, that doesn’t mean 
we don’t want to change our way 
of life and become honest people 
and good Christians. But today is 
the first time we have heard of 
Christ and the Gospel.” 

Here is what our Gospel worker 
says about one poor family: “Naf- 
sika Sankouri is the sick mother of 
5 children. I found her washing 
outside her hut which is made of 
sun-dried bricks. I asked her about 
her children and herself, and then 
I spoke to her of the love of Jesus. 
At this her eyes filled with tears. 
‘I am tired of this miserable life,’ 
she said between sobs. ‘Poverty, 
hunger and sickness are our con- 
stant companions. I have 5 chil- 
dren who never get enough bread 
to satisfy their hunger. Recently I 
underwent a serious operation and 
was told by the doctors that I 
must have wholesome food, but 
how can I get it when my children 
are deprived of even their daily 
bread? I need injections, too, but 
they are very expensive. I don’t 
care for myself as much as for my 
children, and the idea that I may 
die and leave them all alone is 
torture to me. What is going to 
become of them? May God help 
me to learn how to obey and trust 
in Him as you advise me to do. At 
least then my soul will be saved so 
that I will not go to hell and be 
lost forever.’ ” 

We cannot conceive such bitter 
poverty and need in this country. 
As the holiday season approaches, 
when we rejoice in the good things 
the Lord has provided for our en- 
joyment, let us heed the words of 
Philippians 2:4: “Look not every 
man on his own things, but every 
man also on the things of others.” 
Help to spread a table for the 
needy in the land of Greece 
through the American Mission to 
Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, 
General Secretary, Dept. C, P.O. 
Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. (In 
Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 
7, Ont.) 




















The_ home for ex-priests at Sea Cliff, Long Island, is now a well estab- 
lished part of the work of Christ's Mission. New opportunities to minister to 
those who have left the Roman system of priesthood and seek a place of refuge 
and orientation come to us almost daily, and we praise the Lord that we are able 
to meet their needs, through the grace of God. Those seeking counsel, both in 
New York and in the editorial office at Glendale, California, come frequently, and 
we are happy to report that in most cases they find the peace they seek and the 
Solution to their problems in Christ Jesus our Lord. 





Another recent visitor to the editorial office was Dr. J. B. Rowell, of 
Victoria, B.C. Dr. Rowell is pastor of Central Baptist Church of Victoria and 
author of many challenging spiritual articles which have appeared in a number of 
Christian publications in this country as well as in Canada and Great Britain. 


In the near future we shall be bringing a message from him to the readers of 
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE. 


Open House at Christ's Mission was held on September 28 and proved to be 
a day of real blessing to the staff and inspiration and challenge to the many 


visitors who had the opportunity to inspect the home, offices, and lovely grounds, 
and meet in person the fine staff at the Mission. 


We are pleased to announce that the Reverend Joseph Gori, one of the new 
men on the staff and a former priest of the Roman Church, on September 24th 
passed ordination, by the Baptists, to minister the Gospel. 


Rev. W. M. A. Kuin from Belgium, whose testimony was published in the 
September issue of CHRISTIAN HERITAGE, was another recent visitor to the home at 
Sea Cliff. He is desirous of having Christ's Mission branch out in Europe, where 
perhaps the need is even greater than here in the U.S.A., and asks our readers to 
pray that God's will may be done in this regard. 


Members of our staff are conducting successful meetings in various 
churches throughout the nation. Theirs is a hard task as they must often deal 
with subjects that are not popular, such as those pertaining to the Roman 
Catholic Church in its true light. 


We want to send our expression of appreciation to the faithful readers 
and co-laborers who have thus far answered our call for books on the life and times 
of Abraham Lincoln, and early American history. Our need is for specific books 
that will bring to light evidence of the Roman Church's complicity in the plot 
that resulted in our great President's assassination. Those having books they 
are willing to contribute are asked to mail them to the Editorial Office, 
919 South Central Avenue, Glendale 4, California. 


Week by week, the circulation reports show that CHRISTIAN HERITAGE is 
reaching out_in ever widening circles, for which we thank the Lord. It is our = 
prayer and desire that we reach one hundred thousand subscribers within the next 
few months. We can if every reader will become the voice of CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 
by placing subscriptions among their friends. Will you pray with us to that 
end and join us in this effort? 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 





































Thanksgiving Thoughts 


a ONCE SAID that the great 
test of individual character is in struggle for at- 
tainment—in success by failure—in prosperity by 
adversity. When Nature wants to put a man 
through the third degree, she places near him the 
laurel wreaths of victory. She magnifies for him, 
as through a megaphone, the world’s plaudits of 
success. She parades sheaves of newspaper clip- 
pings and magazine articles with his portraits, she 
clinks his money bags in his ears, she tells him 
confidentially of the world-changing power of his 
influence. She smiles kindly on him and murmurs, 
“Poor fellow! Is he able to stand it?” And then 
she sends him for his test through the dark valley 
of prosperity. 

Few there are who pass through it im- 
mune; few who acquire no perversion of mind; 
few who escape fractures of ideals or new dents in 
character. But when there is one who through it 
all remains just as good and simple and lovable as 
when he began the trip—when he remains kindly, 
sincere, strongly sympathetic and unspoiled—Na- 
ture is glad indeed to admit that she has found a 
real man, a big man, a great man. 

This is called the Dark Valley of Prosperity 
because it so often dims the vision of the finer 
realities of life in the earliest stages. In the dim- 
ness one cannot see his old fears as they pass, and 
there comes a peculiarity of the extensor muscles 
which prevents his reaching out the hand of love 
to someone no longer necessary to him. The trav- 
eler through this Valley acquires a form of 
memory impairment which prevents his remember- 
ing past favors and debts of gratitude due to those 
who stood by him in his hours of need. Thus speaks 
George Jordan in his Crown of Individuality, and 
he concludes his descriptive realism with the fol- 
lowing sentences: “In the dark valley, their dearest 
hopes and their high ideals often slip away into 
silence; for then are substituted avarice and am- 
bition, dressed in a livery of gold; and one may 
near-sightedly mistake them for higher good.” 

Poverty, struggle, failure and adversity are 
not in themselves passports to sainthood, although 
they have given moral strength and sweetness to 
thousands. They have their own hard, bitter temp- 
tations to meet face to face. Theirs is far from an 
easy fight—the dreary hand-to-hand battle with 
Fate—but their temptations are usually direct, 
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bold, clearly defined; and their joys require so 
little. 

The tests of prosperity come in subtle 
phases, in gilded perfection, in deceptive guise. 
And then sometimes sincerity, simple acceptance 
and faith give way to feelings of pride of posses- 
sion and of ulterior motivation. If called upon to 
bear the burdens of greater responsibility—even 
to enjoy the pleasures of prosperity—let us bear 
these added duties bravely, at our best; but let 
nothing rob us of simplicity, sweetness, strong 
sympathy, and all that is sterling. The greatest 
men and women are ever the simplest. 


CAN AMERICA STAND PROSPERITY? 


Uzziah was not a man who could stand pros- 
perity. He was marvellously helped, he was strong; 
but he used his strength to do wrong; and he tres- 
passed against Jehovah, his God. Uzziah prospered 
in warfare, in building houses and in fortifying 
his capital; but we learn of his presumptuous sin 
in entering the Holy of Holies and burning incense 
without having been consecrated for the service 
of the altar. Eventually judgment came upon him 
in the leprosy that broke out on his forehead and 
spread throughout his body. Thenceforth he lived 
apart from others, a leper, and Jotham his son 
took his place on the throne. 

Haman, the captive Amalekite, in some way 
won the favor of King Ahasuerus. He was an 
astute man, and cleverly gained constantly in- 
creasing power over the king. He made himself 
the power behind the throne. But he could not bear 
prosperity. His head was turned by success. His 
heart deceived him to the extent that he believed 
that everyone should bow down in reverence to him 
as did all the king’s servants. One day Mordecai, 
the Jew, refused to salute him humbly. In great 
wrath, Haman planned the destruction of all the 
Jews in the kingdom. In this he over-reached him- 
self and he was eventually hanged on the gallows 
that he had had prepared for Mordecai—‘“hoist by 
his own petard.” The story recalls Cowper’s lines: 

“Beware of too sublime a sense 

Of your own worth and consequence. 

The man who deems himself so great, 

And his importance of such weight 

That all around him all that’s done 
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Must move and act for him alone, 
Will learn in a school of tribulation 
The folly of his expectation.” 


GIVE THANKS FOR A CHANGED HEART 


Some paragraphs found in Youth’s Com- 
panion are thought-provoking. “I have always been 
told that the heavenly Father takes care of His 
children, but it does not look like it,” said George 
Mansfield to his friend, Lyman Burton. “I have 
seen too many cases where the wicked prospered 
and the righteous were poor—where the evil were 
happy and the good wretched. It does not look as if 
religion helps very much in this life after all. Of 
course I know the arguments,” he hurried on, 
“about our not knowing what really is prosperity, 
and that health and money and comforts are not 
what they seem. But that kind of argument does 
not satisfy me. Take the case of old man Monroe— 
he lives down the creek here. If there was ever a 
good man, Monroe is one. He has always wanted 
to have enough money to educate his children, but 
he never has. He has prayed every day of his life 
for years that Charlie might get well, but he has 
not; he gets worse all the time. Last year the light- 
ning killed one of his horses—he had only two. 
This spring the wind blew down his barn and his 
cow was drowned in a freshet. I know they have 
enough to eat and wear, but that is all. How do 
you account for a case like that?” 

“There was a time,” replied Burton gravely, 
“when they did not have enough to eat and wear. 
They were hungry and cold most of the time; for 
ten winters—the neighbors had to give them food. 
That was in the days before Monroe became a 
Christian. He was a bad man then and couldn’t 
hold a job, and wasted what little he did make. It 
seems very good to them to have a dry roof, three 
rooms and plenty of good food out here where the 
air is clean and the world at peace. I have heard 
them thank God for it many times. Have you talked 
with him since the lightning killed his horse and 
the wind blew down his barn?” 

“Yes,” answered George. “Did he complain.” 
“No.” “Was he out of heart?” “No.’” “Did he speak 
bitterly of his fellow men?—of luck?—of Provi- 
dence?” “No.” “Then you have your answer,” Bur- 
ton smiled thoughtfully. “I don’t quite understand,” 
said the younger man. 

“You see, George,” Burton explained gently, 
“you are looking in the wrong place. The spirit 
works inside instead of outside. When a man is 
born again it is his spirit that is changed and not 
the world outside. He has the same body and brain; 
it may be an inefficient body and an incapable 
brain; it may be a body cursed by heredity and 
weakened by habit—a brain undisciplined, un- 
trained. The spirit will help him make the best of 
that body and brain. It will not make them over 
for him. He will still be subject to disease and pain 
and failures as before. The world outside is not 
changed; there are still storms and pestilence and 
famine; but his attitude toward it is changed. In- 
stead of making the body and the world over so 
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these difficulties may be removed, the spirit makes 
the real man—the inside man—over so he can face 
them and conquer them by getting good out of 
them. When pain and misfortune come, they bring 
instead of bitterness and despondency, sweetness 
of spirit and renewed faith. And to know this, that 
the spirit has been quickened into life that evil 
cannot quench nor disaster embitter, is to possess 
that peace which passeth understanding.” 


GIVE THANKS FOR TRUE RELIGION 


The mystic river that Ezekiel saw was a 
symbol of the miraculous transformation which 
the pious Jew expected the land of Canaan to un- 
dergo in order to prepare it for Jehovah’s ran- 
somed people. The prophets cherished the expecta- 
tion that one day when Israel was wholly obedient 
God would renew the face of nature and all Pales- 
tine would blossom like the rose. The thought of 
Israel anticipated the time when the Messiah would 
send forth a tide of living influence through the 
nations, making everything in human life and so- 
ciety to realize its ideal. The prophet of Patmos 
gives the final significance of Ezekiel’s vision: 

“And he showed me a pure river of water 
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 
throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of 
the street of it, and on either side of the river, was 
there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner 
of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and 
the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations.” (Rev. 22:1, 2) Under the life-giving in- 
fluence of the gospel of Christ, the most hopeless 
lands—the most hopeless individuals—revived, 
and the blasted regions of wickedness became as 
the garden of the Lord. The influence which alone 
can purify the world is spiritual and flows, a living 
stream, from God in Christ. 

Sooner or later the world comes back from 
false religions to one which works. Human nature 
loves to experiment, and every new fashion, even 
in religion, is tried; but the deep heart of man, in 
the time of stress and strain when the rivers are 
tested, wants a religion that works. A thousand 
forms of religion have died out of memory and are 
as weak today as the beams of Noah’s Ark; but 
the great life currents of Christ’s religion flow on 
for the healing both of men and of nations. It still 
works. It works wherever it is fairly tried. Darwin 
was amazed when he saw what Christianity was 
doing for the Tahiti savages. He wrote: “The les- 
son of the missionary is the enchanter’s wand. The 
march of improvement consequent to the introduc- 
tion of Christianity in the South Seas probably 
stands by itself in the records of history.” 

But it does not stand alone. A similar record 
comes from all peoples where the same gospel is 
tried. It made over the bloody German warriors 
into Christian men, and it has the same power 
today, whether it is tried in Palestine, in New 
York slums, or in the home of the city millionaire. 
Wherever it gets a chance it works. The truth that 
a faith that does not work is dead, is as new today, 
and as true today, as when the apostle James 
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stated it two thousand years ago. There is little 


hope for a religion of which it cannot be said, “It 
works.” 


GIVE THANKS FOR THE BIBLE 


When the Pilgrim Fathers landed on the 
virgin soil of America, they came with the Bible 
open and outspread. Through its influence and 
power, spring waters of spiritual life bubbled 
forth. Thanksgiving day is America’s expression 
of gratitude to God for the greatest of all his bless- 
ings—the Light that shineth in darkness. 

A bishop of Kensington said long ago that 
the Bible is not so much a river as a reservoir out 
of which streams perpetually flow in all directions. 
He relates the story that there was once a town 
lying at the foot of a mountain and getting all its 
water supply from a great reservoir at the moun- 
tain top. The water was conveyed down by a chan- 
nel or pipe. All at once the supply failed. The peo- 
ple of the town waited, but still no water came. At 
last—because no place can exist without water— 
the people sorrowfully began to leave the town, 
and it was in danger of being utterly deserted. And 
then someone found scrawled on one of the build- 
ings, “If you want to know why the water has 
failed, dig below.” So they dug; and they found 
that out of sight, just under the surface of the 


Under the Double Standard 


OQheee AGAIN, the cunning ability of 
the Roman hierarchy to accommodate the laws of 
the Roman Catholic Church to circumstances or ex- 
pediency was demonstrated with the annulment of 
the marriage of President Prado of Peru and his 
wife of forty years. The July 7 issue of Time, to- 
gether with other papers, carried the astounding 
story. 

The news shocked the world, not necessarily 
because of the broken marriage, which has become, 
unfortunately, so common, but in view of the fact 
that the Roman Church authorities annulled the 
marriage after forty years of wedlock. Still more 
shocking is the way in which the Roman hierarchy 
manipulated even its own laws in order to justify 
this annulment, using the argument that the mar- 
riage was one of coercion, and therefore invalid at 
its inception. In any case, the Roman Church, by 
allowing the annulment, thereby declared that 
President Prado and his wife have been living in 
concubinage for forty years. 


If they were living in concubinage, we would 
assume that their children are illegitimate, but the 
ridiculous reasoning of the Roman Church goes 
beyond the limits of such judicious thinking. For 
with almost pontifical tone, the hierarchy has de- 
clared that in spite of their living in concubinage, 
President Prado’s and his wife’s children are le- 
gitimate, inasmuch as they had been “sired in good 
faith,” according to Jesuit Father Ulpiano Lopez, 
an expert in canon law. (Time, July 7, 1958) 
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ground, something had clogged the pipe. There was 
the beautiful sparkling water up above, and the 
thirsty town below. But there was something in 
the way; the water could not get through. 

The Bible is a great reservoir full of the 
Water of Life and conveying it in beautiful helpful 
streams to you and to me. But sometimes we find 
the Bible does not help us. Why? It is not the fault 
of the Bible, but of ourselves. Something has gotten 
in the way. Sometimes it is a bit of laziness—we 
get up too late to find time to read our Bibles. 
Sometimes it’s a bit of carelessness. Very often it 
is a bit of irreverence that has gotten in the way, 
and we have not read our Bibles in the right spirit. 

J. Stuart Bogg has given us this lovely poem 
for inspiration and nourishment: 


“The word of God is a message true; 
Oh River from out the throne, 
Where’er thou comest to age or to youth, 
There life is, and there alone; 
How tender the power o’er the broken heart; 
How healing the penitent tears that start, 
Assuaging the pain of many a smart 
And bringing the dew of peace. 
Oh, come and listen, ye rich and poor, 
The Word is treasure that shall endure; 
To the east and west, to the south and north, 
The message of Love Divine goes forth!” 


Paradoxically, Fr. Lopez advanced the ar- 
gument of “coercion” because: “The validity of 
marriage depends exclusively on the mutual con- 
sent and surrender of the two persons who give 
themselves to each other in love and trust.” The 
implication is, then, that the man who had been for 
forty years in durance as a partner in concubinage, 
nevertheless had fathered a family “in good faith.” 

We are reminded once more that the prac- 
tice of simony in the Roman Catholic Church did 
not die out with the dark ages. The doctrines and 
disciplines of Rome are still and always applicable 
only to those who are not favored with special 
privileges and position and wealth; to those who 
do not occupy high places and wield great power. 
But for kings and presidents and others who can 
pay the price, the Roman Church’s dispensations 
are always available and in order. 

A correspondent of Time (August 4, 1958) 
came to the point of the matter with the statement: 
“President Prado of Peru’s annulment is just an- 
other example of how one can buy his way in or 
out of the Roman Catholic Church.” 


BY THEIR FRUITS 


Americans who are inclined to be impressed 
by the pronouncements of the Roman Church on 
social issues of our day would profit immensely 
from a reading of the history of the Roman 
Church through the ages. Their eyes would soon 
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be opened to the sad truth that, compared with 
what Christ expected from his followers, the Ro- 
man Church is only a grotesque caricature of 
Christianity. Jesus anticipated their inconsistency 
and warned that such practices do not please God. 


“This people draweth nigh unto me with 
their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but 
their heart is far from me,” (Matt. 15:8) Jesus 
said. On another occasion He rebuked those who 
falsely profess to be His representatives with these 
words: “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know 
them. Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but 
he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in 
thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name 
done many wonderful works? And then will I pro- 
fess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, 
ye that work iniquity.” (Matt. 7:20-23) 


These words are a terrible condemnation of 
the Roman hierarchy. It is a dreadful responsi- 
bility to stand before man and claim to represent 
the voice of God. Those who do so falsely, who 
play with the things of God and accommodate 
themselves, not to the requirements of a holy God, 
but rather to the concupiscence and lust of the 
world must face the judgment of God, not only for 
themselves, but also for all those whom they lead 
to destruction. 


To the candid observer of the hierarchical 
practices of the Roman Catholic Church, the words 
of Peter will come in power and decisiveness: “We 
ought to obey God rather than man.” (Acts 5:29) 

God’s Word, our only standard for living, 
plainly teaches that matrimony is holy and indis- 
soluble, and the church interprets God’s will for 
the partners by impressing upon them that the 


vow between them made at the marriage ceremony 
is “till death do us part.” 


“COME OUT OF HER’”’ 


President Prado occupies the highest posi- 
tion in the Peruvian nation and is therefore called 
upon by God and man to set an example before his 
people of good conduct and virtuous living. He has 
defiled his state by asking the Roman Church to 
annul his marriage of forty years in order to marry 
another woman with the approval of the Roman 
Church, and this church, in presuming to grant 
his request, presents to the world an example so 
repugnant that one wonders how she could still 
hold anyone within her grasp. 

It was not President Prado and his wife 
who were living in the state of concubinage. That 
artful device, so useful to the hierarchy, describes 
the Roman Church’s own relationship with powers 
of the world, and Scripture plainly warns all who 
fear the judgment of God to “Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and 
that ye receive not of her plagues.” (Rev. 18:4) 

We would use this opportunity once again 
to ask those who are still trusting in Rome’s power 
to barter with God for the souls of men to “come 
out of her” and embrace that “pure religion and 
undefiled,” of which the apostle James speaks, that 
keeps the real Christian “unspotted from the 
world.” Such faith does not accommodate itself to 
man’s desires but establishes the truth as it is 
regardless of state or condition, for pauper and 
king alike. 

The only way to find this firm and uncom- 
promising faith which cleanses and purifies is by 
entering into the life of the gospel of Christ which 
makes our lives new, changes our hearts, guides 
our steps in the straight path, and gives us the 
assurance of an eternal kingdom. 


What Catholics Believe About Purgatory 


“Touching the grievousness of the pains of purga- 
tory, nothing certain is known. St. Thomas thinks 
that the least punishment of purgatory exceeds the 
greatest punishment of this life; St. Bonaventure 
holds that the greatest punishment of purgatory, but 
not the least, is worse than the pains of this life. 
All, however, admit that these pains are patiently 


borne, both on account of the resignation of the 
suffering souls to the just judgment of God, and be- 
cause of the hope of attaining beatitude. This hope, 
indeed, affords them boundless joy. 

“Also, nothing is certain regarding the duration 
of the punishments, except that it is proportioned to 
the measure of the sins and the temporal punishment 
still to be paid. But the Fathers and theologians 
unanimously teach that purgatory will not last be- 
yond the day of judgment, for then Christ will say 


to all the just: ‘Come, ye blessed,’ etc. Therefore, 
those who are living at the end of the world will be 
speedily purged from their minor stains by means 
known to God. 

“To help the souls detained in purgatory is a 
work pleasing to God and consoling to these souls, 
who have an ardent desire of seeing and possessing 
God, and it is advantageous for ourselves, as the 
souls freed by us will fervently pray for us, and more 
probably before they are freed. They can be helped: 
By the satisfactory and impetratory value of our 
prayers; by the offering of the sacrifice of the Mass, 
by virtue of which the satisfactions of Christ are 
applied to them; by the satisfactory value of our 
works; by indulgences, by which the satisfactions of 
Christ and the saints are applied to them.” (The 
Register, Sept. 2, 1956) 
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“THEN in the audience of all 
the people he said unto his dis- 
ciples, Beware of the scribes, 
which desire to walk in long 
robes, and love greetings in the 
markets, and the highest seats in 
the synagogues, and the chief 
rooms at feasts; which devour 
widows’ houses, and for a shew 
make long prayers; the same 
shall receive greater damnation.” 
(Luke 20 :45-47.) 

“ . Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of 
life.” (Revelation 2:10.) 


Mosr OF US AGREE that 
we should have sympathy for the 
bereaved. The heart of our Sa- 


by LEE ROBERSON, D. D. 


viour was touched by the sorrow 
of others in the time of death. 


When Jesus saw the widow of 
Nain, walking with the body of 
her departed son, He was sorrow- 
ful and He raised the boy to life, 
and restored him to his mother. 

The heart of our Saviour was 
touched by the death of Lazarus, 
and the sorrow expressed by the 
sisters. We read the words, 
“Jesus wept.” His heart was 
touched by the grief of their 
hearts. He knew that He would 
raise Lazarus from the dead, but 
He sympathized nonetheless. 

Yes, we should join with our 
Saviour and express our sym- 
pathy in the death of others. This 
should not be hard for us to do, 
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but should be a definite part of 
our relationship toward others. 


We agree also that we should 
have sympathy for the sick and 
the afflicted. Our hearts should 
be touched by the infirmities of 
others. The heart of Jesus was 
touched by the needs of people. 
No needy person was ever 
brought before our Saviour with- 
out the touch of His healing hand. 
When the palsied man came be- 
fore the Lord, Jesus said to him, 
“Son, thy sins be forgiven thee,” 
and then when He saw the people 
reasoning in their hearts, and say- 
ing, “Why doth this man thus 
speak blasphemies? Who can for- 
give sins but God only?” Jesus 
told the sick man to arise and take 
up his bed and walk. Can you not 
see that our Master always had 
sympathy for the sick and the 
troubled ? 

Again, we should have sympa- 
thy for those who are going 
through deep waters of trouble. 
The trouble may be in the home; 
it may be between husband and 
wife, or it may be between par- 
ents and the children. But surely 
our hearts should reach out in 
some effort to help them as far as 
possible. Again, the trouble may 
be financial. Let us remember 
that Jesus was always kind with 
those who were having their dif- 
ficulties. 


Again, we should have sympa- 
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thy for the honest doubter. Doubt- 
ing Thomas was never criticized 
by our Lord. Christ sought to 
help him and endeavored to es- 
tablish his faith. So it should be 
with us. We should try to help 
the doubter that he might look to 
Jesus and have the solution of all 
his doubts, and his joy in Christ 
restored. 

But now I want to speak of 
three special classes of people who 
touch my heart and should touch 
the hearts of all Christians. 


I. My Heart Is Touched 
With Sympathy For 
The Sarcastic. 


Jesus spoke sharply to the 
Pharisees in Matthew 23, but He 
spoke in love. His heart was 
touched as He saw the masses of 
these religious leaders refuse 
Him. 

The Pharisees were often sar- 
castic. They criticized the Saviour 
and His ministry. They sought to 
trap Him in various statements. 
They found fault with Him when 
He healed people. They criticized 
His use of the Sabbath day. They 
tried in every conceivable fashion 
to catch our Saviour in some mis- 
take, but they failed. 

Did Jesus love the Pharisees? 
Yes, He did. After giving severe 
condemnation of their sins as 
found in Matthew 23, we find the 
Saviour weeping over Jerusalem 
in the last of the chapter. He 
cried over the city which had re- 
fused Him and the salvation He 
offered. 

So it should be with us. Our 
hearts should be moved by the 
sarcastic. We must see them as 
people lost and undone, without 
God, without hope in the world. 
We must see that the sarcastic 
one is calling out of an empty 
heart. It may be that conviction 
is upon him and his words come 
because of his convicted heart. 

Sarcasm expresses itself usual- 
ly in words that are biting and 
cold. Let us be careful that our 
hearts are touched with a heaven- 
ly sympathy for those who are 
bound by the sin of sarcasm. 

“Let me look at your tongue,” 
is quite often the first word of a 
physician to a sick man. The 
tongue, the doctor knows, is a 
sure test of the condition of a 
man’s bodily health. In like man- 
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ner the tongue is a good test of 
the condition of a man’s heart 
and soul. If the tongue is sharp 
and biting, sarcastic and cruel, 
there is a need of the love of Jesus 
Christ. There is a need of salva- 
tion through His blessed name. 

May your heart be touched by 
the sarcastic. For many years I 
fought a battle with myself re- 
garding such people. I was in- 
clined to answer sarcasm with 
sarcasm. I still make many mis- 
takes, but I am conscious of that 
which is right. My heart needs to 
be touched with sympathy for the 
sarcastic. 





DR. LEE ROBERSON 


Il. My Heart Is Touched 
With Sympathy For 
The Hard-Hearted. 


My heart goes out to the hard- 
hearted. 

The Herodians in the day of 
Christ seemed pictured by the ex- 
pression “‘hard-hearted.” They did 
not assume the sarcastic attitude 
of the Pharisees, but with them 
their anti-religious expression 
seemed to be one of hardness. 

What is it that makes people 
hard-hearted? First, it is sin. Sin 
always hardens the heart of the 
individual. When one constantly 
engages in that which is evil, he 
is going to be turned away from 
Christ, and from right thinking 
about spiritual truths. 

Second, hard-heartedness_ will 
come because of rejection of Jesus 
Christ. The first rejection may be 
somewhat difficult, but after a 
while it is easy for a person to 
say “No.” I have met some in this 
church and in revival meetings 


who could smile, and say, “No.” 
They had no interest in salvation. 
They said “No” just as easily as 
they might refuse some small gift 
you were offering. Hearts become 
hard when they continue to reject 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Again, hard-heartedness comes 
because of poor examples of 
Christianity. There are those who 
turn away from Christ and sal- 
vation because they see no real 
demonstration of it in those who 
are near them. Here is a lad who 
turns away from God and Christ 
because his wife, a professing 
Christian, demonstrates so poorly 
what it means to be born again. 

Perhaps the most hard-hearted 
man that I have ever met in my 
life lived near the first church of 
which I was a pastor. His wife 
and daughter belonged to the 
church. They attended when it 
pleased them. They were nice and 
educated people. They were folks 
of some culture and aristocracy. 
But one day when I went to talk 
with the man about his soul, the 
wife and daughter sat in one part 
of the room, and as I dealt with 
him, he said, “I might be im- 
pressed and inclined to hear what 
you have to say if I could see one 
demonstration of a Christian 
life.” When he said this, his wife 
and daughter left the room in 
tears, and rightfully so. This man 
was hard-hearted. Why? Because 
he had seen such poor examples 
of what it means to be a Chris- 
tian. 

Is there any hope? Yes, for 
most hard-hearted people there 
comes a day when the heart is 
made soft. It may take illness, 
sudden calamity, the death of 
loved ones, financial reverses— 
but there comes a time when the 
heart becomes soft and when the 
ears will listen to the message of 
salvation. 

Listen to Job 23:16, “For God 
maketh my heart soft, and the Al- 
mighty troubleth me.” 

God knows how to soften the 
hearts of individuals. He can 
make them hear His Word. Quite 
often it is difficult, but the Lord 
knows exactly what to do. 

A soldier was dying on the field 
of battle. The chaplain was bend- 
ing over him and the soldier 
gasped, “Give me a light, chap- 
lain.” The chaplain reached into 
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the soldier’s pocket, took out a 
cigarette, put it between his lips, 
and was about to strike the match, 
when the soldier said, ““The other 
kind of light, chaplain.” The chap- 
lain reached into his pocket, took 
out his New Testament, and be- 
gan to read, “Let not your heart 
be troubled; ye believe in God, be- 
lieve also in me. In my Father’s 
house are many mansions; if it 
were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for 
you.” 

He read on, and after a while 
the soldier sighed and _ said, 
“That’s it, Chaplain!” and in a 
few moments he was dead. 








Tyrants in the 
Name of Religion 


So long as the people do not care 
to exercise their freedom, those who 
wish to tyrannize will do so; for 
tyrants are active and ardent, and 
will devote themselves in the name 
of any number of gods, religious and 
otherwise, to put shackles upon sleep- 
ing men. 

—Voltairine De Cleyre 


The need of man is Christ. Will 
you listen tonight to the Word and 
turn to the Saviour—let your 
hard heart be broken up by the 
message of our Christ? 


Ill. My Deepest Sympathy 
Is For The Unfaithful. 


We are thinking now of the 
Christian—the man who has been 
saved by the precious blood of 
Jesus Christ—the man _ whose 
name is written down in the 
Lamb’s book of life—and yet he 
is unfaithful. 

Such a person has often stirred 
the wrong emotion within my 
heart. I have tried to think that 
it was righteous indignation, but 
I doubt that it was. I have asked 
God to help me. He has done so, 
and my heart goes out to unfaith- 
ful ones. ; 

A man may be unfaithful in the 
use of his time, or money, or tal- 
ents. He may be unfaithful in one 
of these or in all of them. We 
should be careful to have toward 
this one a feeling of love, and en- 
deavor to help him to see that 
which God would have him to do. 
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The unfaithful miss so much! 
They miss the joy of service. Is 
there anything greater in this 
world than the joy of serving 
Jesus? 

They miss the joy of doing 
their best for Christ. We can al- 
ways walk off the field of battle 
with a feeling of joy and satisfac- 
tion when we have done our best. 
We may have lost the game, but 
we still can feel that it was 
worth while; that is, when we 
have done our best. 

The unfaithful one misses the 
joy of fellowship. Fellowship 
comes when we walk with our 
Saviour and talk with Him. Fel- 
lowship cannot be enjoyed when 
we are walking afar off. Fellow- 
ship comes when we abide in Him, 
and when we obey His every com- 
mand. 

The unfaithful person misses 
the best now and he misses the 
best when Christ comes. In the 
days when we must stand before 
the judgment seat, it is then that 
the unfaithful one must give an 
account of himself unto God. In 
that day lies and deception and 
hypocrisy will not avail—only the 
truth can be given. The excuses 
of man will disappear before Him. 
We must tell the truth. 

Yes, the unfaithful ones miss 
the best now and the best when 
Jesus comes. What will be the 
best in that day? It will be to 
hear Him say, “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant.” 





In closing, what does the un- 
faithful person need? 

First, he needs a consciousness 
that men may stumble into hell 
because of his example. Oh, that 
God would grant some way to 
drive this into your hearts! Moth- 
ers and fathers, will you not see 
that your example must be right, 


or others may go into an everlast- 
ing hell? Young men, will you not 
see that your example must be 
righteous, or others will be lost? 
Let the cry of the apostle Paul 
ring in your ears: “Destroy not 
him with thy meat, for whom 
Christ died.” Live in such a way 
that others may see Christ in you. 
Unfaithful person, open your eyes 
and see that men may stumble 
into hell because of your example. 

Second, the unfaithful need the 
consciousness that Christ is look- 
ing down upon them. If this sol- 
emn thought ever gains hold of 
your heart, you will never be the 
same. Our Christ is watching 
your every act. He knows your 
thoughts. He understands your 
strength and failures. This 
thought can both encourage us 
and awaken us. You will be en- 
couraged to go on by the knowl- 
edge that Christ is watching 
what you are doing. You should 
be awakened from drowsiness, 
from indifference by the con- 
sciousness that He sees and knows 
what you are. 

Third, the unfaithful need the 
consciousness that life is short 
and time is fleeting. What we do 
must be done now. We have no 
promise of any certain length of 
days. The need for activity is 
now. The need for diligence is 
today. The time for service is at 
this moment. 

May God grant to each one of 
us the Spirit of Christ and the 
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attitude of our Saviour toward 
others. Let us say tonight, “Oh, 
God, make me to be a faithful 
Christian !”’ 

If you have never accepted 
Christ, then turn to Him at this 
time. Repent of your sin and be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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THIS IS THE SECOND article in the series of answers to the spon- 
sored advertisements of the Knights of Columbus. It is a continuation 
of the critical review that we initiated in our series on the Knights of 
Columbus’ topic which appeared in newspapers and magazines under 
the title: “No... The Bible Is Not Our Sole Guide!” 


To REFRESH THE MEMORY 
of the reader, we shall reproduce 
the precise words of the ad: 


“Catholics have a genuine love 
and respect for the Bible. It 
could not be otherwise, for the 
Catholic Church is the Mother 
of the Bible. But we do not 
agree with the modern theory 
that the Bible is the one and 
only source of religious truth. 


“The Gospel of St. John, for 
example, says: ‘. . . there are 
many other things which 
Jesus did which are not writ- 
ten in this book.’ And St. Paul 
said: ‘Stand fast; and hold 
the traditions which you have 
learned, whether by word or 
by our epistle’ (II Thessalo- 
nians 2:15). ... This does not 
mean, of course, that the 
Bible is not extremely valu- 


able. It does mean, though, 
that the Bible is not... and 
was not intended to be... the 
sole source of Christian teach- 
ing and belief. The Church 
had existed 1600 years, in 
fact, before the theory was 
advanced that the _ Bible 
should be the sole guide to 
Christian believers.” 


Now, a close scrutiny of these 
paragraphs will convince the 
reader that the writer, in trying 
to defend his church’s stand 
against “the modern theory that 
the Bible is the one and only 
source of religious truth,” argues 
in a vicious circle. For the only 
source of information that he 
presents, in the very first lines of 
his treatise, as proof that the 
“modern theory” is wrong, comes 
solely from the Bible itself! And 


that is not all! He is not only 
factious and devious, but also a 
careless handler of Scripture. He 
must be stamped as such simply 
because he deliberately tries to 
mislead the reader by refusing to 
give the chapter and verse of the 
cited text, supposedly taken from 
the Gospel of St. John. 


Why does the writer adopt this 
attitude? Merely because he does 
not want the general public to 
know that the excerpt, which he 
advances as gospel truth, is one 
that he himself has manufac- 
tured, and thus cannot be found 
anywhere in the Gospel of St. 
John. To confirm our contention, 
let the reader consult for himself 
the Roman Catholic version of 
the Bible (either the Douay- 
Rheims or the Confraternity edi- 
tion), and nowhere will he find 
in the Gospel of St. John the text 
given by the writer of this ad- 
vertisement, namely, “there are 
many other things which Jesus 
did which are not written in this 
book.” 


Actually, this deception is to 
be explained in the following 
way: The invented verse which 
he presents as authentic Scrip- 
ture is merely a combination of 
two separate Scriptural phrases 
cut from two different sections of 
the Gospel of John—.e., partly 
from chapter 21 verse 25, and 
partly from chapter 20 verse 30. 
To clarify we shall cite fully, 
from the Roman Catholic Bible, 
these texts: “There are, however, 
many other things that Jesus did; 
but if every one of these should 
be written, not even the world 
itself, I think, could hold the 
books that would have to be 
written. AMEN.” (John 21:25.) 
“Many other signs also Jesus 
worked in the sight of his disci- 
ples, which are not written in 
this book.” (John 20:30.) With- 
out the need of much ingenuity 
on the part of the serious reader, 
it can easily be seen how this 
fake verse was constructed by 
piecing together portions of 
these two verses. Thus the priest- 
writer of this article, and not 
John or God, is the sole author of 
the statement, “There are many 
other things that Jesus did which 
are not written in this book.” Be- 
cause of the deception practiced 
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by this writer, he must be charac- 
terized as a dishonest writer and 
scholar, and as a deceptive mis- 
handler of Scripture. 

Well knowing the contents of 
the above truly quoted verses, 
Protestant Evangelical Christians 
admit that Christ worked many 
signs and said many things that 
are not written in the Bible; but 
they steadfastly maintain that 
what is written is supreme and 
all-sufficient to solve all the re- 
lated questions on_ salvation, 
faith, morals, and hope. 


SCRIPTURE GUARANTEES 


For proof of this, we have the 
certain guarantee of divine in- 
spiration that sufficient is re- 
corded in the Scriptures. John, in 
chapter 20 (one of the chapters 
that the priest-writer used) verse 
31, (which, no doubt, fell under 
the eyes of the same priest- 
writer, and which he convenient- 
ly ignored) categorically declares 
in the most explicit terms about 
his own Gospel in particular, as 
well as for the Bible in general: 
“But these are written that you 
may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that 
believing you may have life in 
his name.” The reason the priest- 
writer has deliberately withheld 
this God-inspired text from the 
public is that the words of St. 
John are fatal to his own theory 
that the Bible is not the one and 
only source of religious truth. 

Today, as in the past, the Ro- 
man Catholic Church is unable to 
bring forward one single unwrit- 
ten, oral Apostolic teaching as 
being positively genuine and au- 
thenticated by miracles. 

At this point, let us comment 
on II Thessalonians, written by 
St. Paul, and which the priest 
writer borrows as his second 
Scriptural support of his thesis. 
Here again the latter exposes 
himself as a careless handler of 
Scripture. For he informs us that 
the Biblical text from II Thessa- 
lonians comes from Chapter 2 
verse 15, whereas it is found in 
the Roman Catholic version of 
the Bible in Chapter 2 verse 14. 
In addition, we want the reader 
to know that the writer gives the 
Scriptural verse of II Thessa- 
lonians 2:14 as translated in the 
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Roman Catholic Douay-Rheims 
version. It differs in rendering 
from the Roman Catholic Con- 
fraternity Bible, where it is re- 
corded thus: “So then, brethren, 
stand firm, and hold the teachings 
that you have learned, whether 
by word or by letter of ours.” 
Why did he choose the translation 
in the Douay-Rheims rather than 
the Confraternity edition of the 
New Testament, which is the 
most recent Biblical translation 
of his church? He chose the 
translation of the Douay-Rheims 
for the obvious reason that there 
is found the word traditions, 
which, supposedly, lends great 
weight to his argument that the 
Bible, being incomplete, is not the 
sole source of revealed truth. 

Now if we turn to the Greek 
text of the New Testament, we 
will find in II Thessalonians 2:14 
the word paradosis, which, loose- 
ly speaking, may be rendered 
tradition, but, strictly speaking, 
signifies anything delivered in the 
way of teaching; and here in this 
connection most clearly means 
the teachings or doctrines deliv- 
ered by Paul to the Thessalo- 
nians, whether in his preachings, 
private conversations, or in his 
epistles, and particularly the first 
epistle to the Thessalonians to 
which the Apostle here specifically 
refers. 

In the light of the above philo- 
logical and exegetical data, with 
which even the Roman Catholic 
revisers of the Confraternity 
Bible agree, we prefer the trans- 
lation of the Confraternity edi- 
tion because it is clearer and 
closer to the thought content of 
the Greek word paradosis. Thus, 
what happens to the support that 
the writer of the Knights of 





Columbus article seeks for his 
theme from the text in II Thessa- 
lonians? It speedily crumbles to 
the ground; and his thesis be- 
comes weakened beyond repair. 


**FROM THE SCRIPTURES” 


Moreover, we firmly believe 
that the priest-author has over- 
stated his case against the Prot- 
estant “modern theory” of the 
Bible being the sole deposit of 
religious knowledge by appealing 
to Il Thessalonians 2:14. For the 
words contained in the latter 
scriptural passage do not imply 
that St. Paul delivered some doc- 
trines to them as tradition and 
declared them as such, as he 
would like us to believe, and other 
as Scripture, but that he taught 
the people the same Holy Spirit- 
inspired truths both orally and 
in writing. 

Even granting that the things 
which Paul thus taught the peo- 
ple were different, this merely 
shows that there are some im- 
portant and sacred truths which 
are not contained in this second 
epistle to the Thessalonians, 
while everything that is neces- 
sary for salvation and right 
moral living is furnished not only 
in the first letter to the Thessalo- 
nians but also in the other sec- 
tions of the Bible. 

Besides, if we desire to know 
the nature of the truths or things 
that St. Paul communicated to 
the people by word of mouth, we 
shall discover from Acts °17:2 
that they were entirely scrip- 
tural: “Paul, as was his custom, 
went in to them and for three 
Sabbaths reasoned with them 
from the Scriptures;.. .” 

If the author of the Knights of 
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P AY FOR THE 
POOR SOULS IN 
PURGATORY ... 


Pardon 


A\ccornine TO the origi- 
nal system of penance, transgres- 
sions could be expiated by prayer, 
fasting and alms; there was no 
period in the history of the 
Roman Church, in which pious 
works were not held efficacious to 
redeem sin, and imposed for that 
purpose either directly, or by a 
partial substitution for bodily 
mortification. This system was 
gradually corrupted, and fell into 
great disorder when Theodore of 
Tarsus, archbishop of Canter- 
bury, published about the year 
680, his celebrated Penitential. 

By the instructions herein de- 
livered, the clergy was taught to 
distinguish sins into various 
classes, and to judge them accord- 
ing to their nature, to the inten- 
tion of the offender, and other 
circumstances. The penitential 
likewise pointed out the penalties 
proper for every sort of offence; 
prescribed the forms of consola- 
tion, exhortation, absolution, and 
set forth the duties of the confes- 
sor. This new discipline, though 
of Greek origin, was eagerly em- 
braced in the Latin churches and 
it was immediately corrupted. 

The method of redemption by 
penance was soon reduced to a 
regular system; in the place of 
so many days of fasting, so much 
alms was to be given, or so many 
psalms sung, or so Many masses 
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celebrated, by others, who were 
to be rewarded for the office, or 
so much money to be paid down. 
The number of the Penitentials 
was increased, and their charac- 
ter altered according to the ca- 
price of individual confessors; 
and in spite of some attempts to 
repress the abuse, pecuniary re- 
demption became more and more 
common, and shortly every sort 
of penance had its price fixed in 
gold. 

These, however, were only cor- 
ruptions of the ancient peniten- 


for Sale 


tial system; they did not effect 
its destruction; but that result 
was afterwards brought about by 
the abuse of indulgences. An in- 
dulgence, as a mere relaxation of 
canonical penance, existed as 
early as the age of Cyprian; and 
it was not till the Council of Cler- 
mont that the discharge of a 
single duty was substituted for 
all that was due or might here- 
after be due to the penal author- 
ity of the church. 

When people found it so easy 
to release themselves at once 
from the ancient burden of re- 
demption, they became eager to 
receive what the pope, on suffi- 
cient consideration, was never 
reluctant to grant. It is true that 
there lived from time to time 
many ecclesiastics, even in the 
worst age of the church, who 
clamored against the abuse of 
that papal prerogative; against 
the indiscriminate distribution 
and open venality of indulgences. 
None of them, however, argued 
on the false principle on which 
they were founded; this was not 
made a reason of their condem- 
nation, that they disparaged the 
efficacy of grace, and perverted 
if they did not wholly overthrow, 
the doctrine of salvation through 
the merits of Christ alone. 

It is the modern doctrine of 
the Roman Catholic Church that 


there is a purgatory, and that the 
souls imprisoned there are aided 
by the prayers of the faithful, 
and the acceptable sacrifice of the 
altar. It is not so important to 
ascertain what has been, at vari- 
ous times, the outward profession 
of the church, as to remark the 
consequences which have prac- 
tically flowed from the dogma, 
and influenced the happiness and 
mortality of mankind. The his- 
tory of the church is not a life- 
less record of its canons and con- 
fessions, but a display of their 
operation, whether for good or 
for mischief, whether in their 
use or their abuse, upon the 
Christian community. 

The consequence, which fol- 
lowed from the establishment of 
a temporary place of punishment, 
or purification, for departed 
souls, was that the successor of 
St. Peter assumed, through the 
power of the keys, unlimited au- 
thority there. By indulgences, 
issued at the discretion of the 
pope, the sinner was _ released 
from suffering, and immediately 
passed into a state of grace. As 
long as these indulgences were 
granted with discrimination and 
reserve, the ill effects, which they 
occasioned, do not often meet the 
eyes of the historian. But as soon 
as they were turned into mere 
instruments of the papal ambi- 
tion, and as such were not only 
promiscuously scattered over the 
world, but also extended in char- 
acter to a plenary remission, they 
became manifest means to poison 
the morality of the faithful. 


ans THIS TIME, their 

nature could scarcely be further 
corrupted, for the only proof 
which was now required of the 
sinner’s spiritual mortification 
and amendment, was his willing- 
ness to perform a single act. But 
on the character of that act, that 
is, on the object of the indulgence, 
it still depended, whether the sub- 
version of the principle of evan- 
gelical repentance was to be made 
subservient to the seeming ad- 
vantage of the world, or instru- 
mental in aggravating its misery. 
The object of the indulgence 
was changed repeatedly; yet nev- 
er so changed, as to take the guise 
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of philanthropy. First, it was the 
recovery of the holy land and the 
extirpation of the infidel; then 
from the general foe of Christ it 
was turned against the spiritual 
adversaries of the Catholic 
Church; from the spiritual ad- 
versaries of the church it de- 
scended to the temporal enemies 
of the pope. It next assumed a 
more innocent shape, and sum- 
moned obedient pilgrims to en- 
rich, on stated jubilees, the apos- 
tolical shrines of Rome. Lastly, 
it degenerated into a mere vulgar, 
undisguised implement for sup- 
plying the necessities of the pon- 
tifical treasury ; and it was in this 
last form that it at length 
aroused the scorn and indignation 
of Europe. 


The profane and even blas- 
phemous expressions, by which 
the emissaries of the Vatican 
recommended their treasures to 
popular credulity, were tacitly 
permitted and even allowed by 
the authorities of the church. But 
it is proper to transcribe a speci- 
men of the indulgences which 
were publicly sold in the begin- 
ning of the sixteenth century, be- 
cause they were the authorized 
productions of the church. The 
following is the translation of 
that which was circulated by 
Tetzel: 


“May our Lord Jesus Christ 
have mercy upon thee and ab- 
solve thee by the merits of his 
most holy passion. And I, by his 
authority, that of his blessed 
apostles, Peter and Paul, and of 
the most Holy See, granted and 
committed to me in these parts, 
do absolve thee first from all ec- 
clesiastical censures, in whatever 
manner they may have been in- 
curred, and then from all thy 
sins, transgressions and excesses, 
however enormous they may be, 
even such as are reserved for the 
cognisance of the Apostolic See. 
And as far as the keys of the 
church extend, I remit to you all 
punishment which you deserve in 
purgatory on their account; and 
I restore to you the Holy Sacra- 
ments of the church, to the unity 
of the faithful, and to that inno- 
cence and purity which you pos- 
sessed at baptism; so that if you 
should die now the gates of pun- 
ishment shall be shut and the 
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gates of the paradise of delight 
opened. And if you shall not 
die at present, this grace shall 
remain in full force when you 
are on the point of death. In the 
name of the Father and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 
This indulgence, in spite of the 
ambiguity of one or two expres- 
sions, is nothing less than un- 
conditional permission to sin for 
the rest of life; and as such it 
was assuredly received by those 
classes of people for whom it 
was chiefly intended, and whose 


lies X, when raised to the 
papal throne, found the revenues 
of the church exhausted by the 
vast projects of his two ambitious 
predecessors, Alexander VI and 
Julius II. His own temper, na- 
turally liberal and enterprising, 
rendered him incapable of that 
severe and patient economy 


which the situation of his fi- 
nances required. On the contrary, 
his schemes for aggrandizing the 
family of the Medici, his love of 
splendor, his taste for pleasure, 





morality is peculiarly confided to 
the superintendence of the clergy. 
And thus it was that the destiny 
of the church was accomplished. 

However easy the acquisition 
of pardon (for the moderate price 
of indulgences placed them with- 
in the reach of the lowest or- 
ders), still many neglected to 
profit by the facility and were 
accordingly confined to the penal 
fire. Yet even thus they were not 
removed beyond the power and 
mercies of the church. It was in- 
culcated that the prayers of the 
living were efficacious in the puri- 
fication of those departed souls, 
but that their release was most 
speedily secured by the sacrifice 
of the altar; and in consequence 
arose in early times the practice 
of offering masses, both public 
and private, for that purpose; 
and as these too had subsequently 
their price in gold, the piety of 
the survivors was taxed to re- 
deem the transgressions of the 
dead ; so various were the devices 
of the church, to render tributary 
the weaknesses, the virtues, and 
even the natural affection of the 
faithful. The sale of private 
masses was a fruitful source of 
revenue to the clergy, especially 
to the monastic orders, and that 
likewise was one of the abuses 
just proscribed by the eloquence 
of Luther. 


and his magnificence in reward- 
ing men of genius, involved him 
daily in new expenses; in order 
to provide a fund for which, he 
tried every device that the fertile 
invention of priests had fallen 
upon to drain the credulous mul- 
titude of their wealth. Among 
others he had recourse to the 
sale of indulgences. 

According to the doctrine of 
the Roman Church, all the good 
works of the saints, over and 
above those which were necessary 
for their own justification, are 
deposited, together with the in- 
finite merits of Jesus Christ, in 
one inexhaustible treasury. The 
keys of this were committed to 
St. Peter, and to his successors 
the popes, who may open it at 
pleasure, and by transferring a 
portion of this superabundant 
merit to any particular person, 
for a sum of money, may convey 
to him either the pardon of his 
own sins, or a release for any one 
in whose happiness he is inter- 
ested, from the pains of purga- 
tory. Julius II had bestowed in- 
dulgences on all who contributed 
to build the church of St. Peter 
at Rome; and as Leo was carry- 
ing on that extensive fabric, his 
grant was founded on the same 
pretense. 

In the year 1517, John Tetzel, 
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At Lebanon 


Six Roman Catholic chaplains minis- 
tered to the American troops who 
landed in Lebanon during the recent 
crisis in the Near East. 


Three Star Prelate 


Roman Catholic Chaplain Maurice 
Sheehy, upon his retirement from the 
Navy Chaplains Corps, was promoted 
to the rank of Vice Admiral, thereby 
becoming the first chaplain of any 
branch of the armed services to attain 
three star status. Two of the three 
Navy chaplains who hold the rank of 
Rear Admiral are Roman Catholic 
chaplains also. 


Like St. Peter's Skulls 


The Roman Catholic cathedral at 
Trier, Germany, and the parish church 
at Argenteuil, France, each claim to be 
in possession of the authentic seamless 
robe of Christ for which the soldiers at 
the Crucifixion cast lots. Both traditions 
acknowledge the authenticity of the 
other’s claim to posses a robe of Christ, 
but each insists that its own robe is 
the one mentioned in the Gospel ac- 
cording to John. 


Religion Popular 


It is reported that sixty-one per cent 
of the nation’s population, estimated 
at one hundred seventy million, five 
hundred thousand people, are now 
members of churches or synagogues. 
Membership for all faiths now stands 
at 104,189,678, a gain for the year of 
nearly one million members. However, 
percentagewise, the gain in church 
membership is not keeping up with the 
increase in population. The average 
contribution per churchmember for the 
year 1957 amounted to fifty-six dollars 
and seventy-four cents. 
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Tying the Knot 
With the Apron Strings 

A Roman Catholic priest in Fargo, 
North Dakota, has devised a new mar- 
riage rite which brings the parents of 
both the bride and the groom into the 
ceremony. 


If You Know the Right People 


Christopher Dawson, the British Ro- 
man Catholic who has been appointed 
to the chair of Roman Catholic studies 
at Harvard University, has succeeded in 
obtaining a visa to enter the United 
States despite evidence that he is a 
victim of pulmonary tuberculosis. He 
has denied that he has the disease, al- 
though chest X-rays indicate its pres- 
ence. Interested Congressmen _inter- 
vened in his behalf. 


War in Rome 


Scantily clad foreign tourists are 
getting the blame for Rome’s moral 
corruption these days. Roman police 
have declared war on shorts and sleeve- 
less blouses worn by the tourists to the 
city of the popes. Such costumes are 
not in keeping with the “sacred charac- 
ter” of Rome, according to police who 
have been instructed to warn tourists 
so undressed to cover up. Those who 
object will be reported to their em- 
bassies. 

The police order is based on a con- 
cordat between Italy and the Vatican. 


Another First 


Streetcars and buses in Baltimore, 
Md., are now carrying posters adver- 
tising the Roman periodical, Catholic 
Review. In its stepped-up campaign for 
circulation, the Roman Catholic news- 
paper is also using taxicabs in the area 
to publicize its message, the first time 
that the Roman press has utilized this 
type of advertising. 


Another Avenue of Influence 


A Roman Catholic priest has been 
serving as a Grange Master at Fairfield, 
Vt., since 1956. He is the first priest to 
serve in that capacity in the ninety-one 
year history of the National Grange. 


Closed Shop at City Hall 


Benedictine Brother Richard Feeney 
was elected the mayor of St. Leo, Flori- 
da, a town founded in 1888, which 
claims to be the oldest incorporated 
town in Pasco county. All members of 
the town council are also members of 
the religious order, which is engaged 
in large-scale farming operations in the 
area. The surrounding communities 
provide the market for their products, 
chiefly cattle, dairy products, and citrus 
fruits. 


The Boomerang 


Concussion from a bomb explosion 
intended to destroy the Orange Hall at 
Kinawley, Northern Ireland, broke the 
windows of the nearby Roman Catho- 
lic Church as well. None of the wor- 
shipers present at the time were injured 
but passersby were injured by flying 
glass. It is presumed that there was no 
one in the Orange Hall at the time it 
was demolished. 


Two-way Statesmanship 


Robert D. Murphy, Deputy Under- 
secretary of State and prominent Ro- 
man Catholic layman, was the princi- 
pal speaker at a St. Stanislaus Retreat 
League Communion breakfast recently 
in Cleveland, Ohio. 


Mushroom Conversion 


Monsignor Giuseppe Caprio, Regent 
of the Apostolic Delegation to Indo- 
China for South Vietnam, recently 
officiated at the mass baptism of fifteen 
hundred persons who were thereby re- 
ceived into the Roman _ Catholic 
Church. 


French Constitution 


France’s proposed new constitution 
will guarantee freedom of religion to 
all citizens regardless of their faith or 
creed. It states, in part: “France is an 
indivisible, lay, democratic, and social 
republic. It assures the equality before 
the law of all citizens without distinc- 
tion of origin, race, or religion. It re- 
spects all beliefs.” 

Certain Roman Church leaders in 
France oppose the new constitution 
because it contains no mention of God. 
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Other Sheep 


For the first time in the history of 
Brown University, founded as a Bap- 
tist institution, two nuns enrolled for 
the school’s six-week’s summer course 
in teaching. 


The Grace of God and 
the American Taxpayer 


Roman Catholics were assured re- 
cently that they need not fear either 
disastrous overpopulation of the world 
or economic distress for their families 
by yielding to the directives of the 
Roman Church in the matter of birth 
control. Speaking before the National 
Catholic Family Life Convention at 
Buffalo, New York, the Most Rev. 
Joseph A. Burke, Bishop of Buffalo 
declared: 

“If we have faith in God, He will 
not punish those who follow His com- 
mand to be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth.” 

In a later session of the Convention, 
a proposal was put forth to institute a 
family allowance system in America to 
ease the financial strain on parents with 
large families. The American taxpayer 
would underwrite the costs of easing 
the financial strain on parents of large 
families. 


In Case of Fire—Hail Mary! 


Recently fire engines, ambulances, 
and all other types of emergency vehi- 
cles from all towns within a ten-mile 
radius of Melrose Park, Michigan, were 
assembled at the grounds of the Sacred 
Heart seminary there for a mass bless- 
ing by priests of the seminary. 

Private automobiles also were blessed 
in separate ceremonies, and religious 
medallions and decals were given to 
the owners to circumvent disaster. 


Yield, Britannia! 


Pius XII, acting on the advice of his 
cardinals, is soon to have his own 
merchant fleet, according to recent an- 
nouncements. Cardinal Mimmi is 
credited with strongly influencing Pius’ 
decision by submitting a report of the 
wealth amassed by Achille Luaro, a 
former mayor of Naples now engaged 
in shipping operations. After World 
War II, Luaro acquired a fleet of 
American Liberty ships on credit, and 
paid for them out of his profits in short 
order. The Pope is planning to operate 
in the same manner. 

Two of Pius’ nephews, Marcantonio 
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Pacelli and Giulio Pacelli, are also in- 
volved in the shipping industry and 
have been instrumental in persuading 
the Pope to launch his own shipping 
empire. 

Inasmuch as Vatican City is land- 
locked and has no harbor facilities, 
negotiations are under way between 
the archbishop of Monaco and Prince 
Ranier to make Monte Carlo the home 
port for the Pope’s merchant fleet. 


What? No St. Christopher? 


The Irish Air Lines recently an- 
nounced that it has increased its daily 
trans-Atlantic service between New 
York and Shannon and Dublin. The 
three planes flying the route of the 
leprechauns are dubbed St. Patrick, St. 
Brendan, and St. Brigid. 


Afterthought 


The father of fifteen children will 
take his final vows of poverty, chastity 
and obedience when he is ordained in 
December in the Benedictine Abbey of 
St. Paul in the Netherlands. He entered 
the abbey five years ago, following the 
death of his wife. 


Duty-free Favoritism 


President Eisenhower recently signed 
into law a bill permitting the duty-free 
importation of religious vestments and 
“regalia” intended for use by religious 
and other non-profit organizations. 
Senator William Langer and Represen- 
tative Usher L. Burdick, both of North 
Dakota, assisted Fr. Karl N. Hobels- 
berger of Velva, N. Dak., who lobbied 
for passage of the bill. 


St. Christopher Decreed 
Accident Hazard 

Statues of St. Christopher standing 
on the dashboard or hanging from the 
rear-view mirror or side brackets ob- 
struct the view and could cause acci- 
dents, ruled the board of commissioners 
of the District of Columbia recently. 
Henceforth, displays of religious med- 
als and statuary in automobiles are 
forbidden, according to the new ruling. 


McGUFFEY'S READERS 


After a long and costly search, reprints of 
the aie 1879 revised editions of the 
famous McGuffey’s Readers ee n —— 
leted and you can now purchase exac 
ceoies at the following low prices POSTPAID 
ist Reader..... $2.25 4th Reader..... 25 
2nd Reader..... $2.50 Sth Reader..... 50 
3rd Reader..... $2.75 6th Reader..... $3.75 


OLD AUTHORS Dept. CO-118 Rowan, lowa 
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Masses for Mussolini 


Huge crowds of Roman Catholic dev- 
otees of the late Fascist dictator, Beni- 
to Mussolini, attended the memorial 
masses conducted in his honor recently 
in Italy. 


Twelve-Hundred-a-Year Man 


The estate of a Roman Catholic 
priest who died recently in Madison, 
Wisconsin, amounted to over a quarter 
of a million dollars and included con- 
siderable corporate stock in a well- 
known brewery. He left no will, but 
his known heirs include a brother and 
a sister of the same city. 


Cracking the Whip 


By means of radio, Pius XII recent- 
ly addressed an audience of approxi- 
mately one hundred thousand cloistered 
nuns throughout the world with the 
admonition to work harder and pray 
less. Prayers need not be long to be 
efficacious, he told them, and indicated 
that in the near future rules for mem- 
bers of the contemplative orders would 
be radically changed to permit them to 
spend time in employment that would 
enable them to earn their own support. 

“Do not confuse this position of 
principle,” he warned, “with the ques- 
tion of the frequency and length of 
exercises of piety. The intensity of an 
exercise is not necessarily proportional 
to its length.” 

The new rules governing the lives 
of cloistered nuns “do not allow them 
to dedicate long hours to contemplative 
prayer every day. However, they still 
have sufficient free time to satisfy this 
essential obligation,” he said. 


Comrade Joseph the Worker 


May Day, the day of the Communist 
world’s annual celebration in honor of 
the Communist worker, has likewise 
been instituted by the Roman Church 
as the day of the Feast of St. Joseph 
the Worker. 


Lowering Their Standards 


For the first time in a hundred forty- 
four years, a Jesuit priest has a regular 
parish assignment in Norway. Norway’s 
Constitution, adopted in 1814, specifi- 
cally excluded the Jesuits from the 
country. The Jesuits had also been 
banned in other parts of Europe for 
their cloak and dagger activities. In 
1956 Norway lifted the ban. 
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Christianity 


THE HOPE OF LATIN AMERICA 


by Rene de Visme Williamson, Ph.D. 


Protestant evangelical efforts in South America have been remarkably 


successful in two countries which Dr. Williamson visited. In Chile, 


the Pentecostal groups have developed a strong fellowship and have 


an effective witness for Christ, and in Brazil, the Presbyterian Church 


is the predominant voice of Protestant evangelical Christianity. 


‘Tax OTHER PROTESTANT 
major breakthrough I have been 
privileged to observe personally 
is that of the Presbyterians in 
Brazil. Both the Southern and 
the U.S.A. Presbyterians have 
been working there effectively 
since the Civil War days. Both 
churches have tackled the prob- 
lem of missionary work in all its 
as pects—medical, educational, 
and evangelical—with vigor and 
have given the missions effective 
support. 

My opinion of the Presbyterian 
missionary personnel I met in 
Brazil is very high. They are well 
trained for their jobs, well adapt- 
ed to Brazilian life, and theologi- 
cally sound in the best Presby- 
terian tradition. They are 
consecrated persons with a strong 
spiritual appeal and exemplify 
the Christian virtues such as pa- 
tience, a buoyant spirit, courage, 
goodwill, and humility. 


GRASS ROOTS EVANGELISM 


Grass roots evangelistic work 
emphasized the Bible. I was 
struck how often conversions re- 
sulted from a missionary’s leav- 
ing a Bible or New Testament in 
a home as a token of gratitude 
for hospitality received or by his 
handing one to somebody walking 
or riding in the countryside. They 
read these Bibles, become con- 
verted, and then seek the services 
of a missionary. 
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The other method is by person- 
al contacts. I received the im- 
pression that these two methods 
were more effective than preach- 
ing, at least in the early stages, 
when it comes to making con- 
verts. The missionary visits the 
individual or family he has won, 
giving them instructions in the 
faith, teaching them how to de- 
velop family worship and later 
how to conduct church services. 
The missionary talks with them, 
often helps them in material ways 
with both gifts and advice, cre- 
ates new contacts with their rela- 
tives and friends. 

Some of these families and 
groups are widely scattered, way 
down in some valley or far up 
some mountain top. No place is 
too far, no group is too small, and 
no individual is too insignificant. 
Slowly, and sometimes not so 
slowly, step by step, a new spirit 
of goodwill and fellowship ap- 
pears and grows among these nu- 
clei and embryonic churches, a 
new moral integrity is born, a 
new simplicity and directness of 
approach becomes evident, a new 
hope and courage takes possession 
of people hitherto isolated and 
neglected. Eventually, these peo- 
ple build a church and integrate 
their lives around it and, when 
the time is ripe, it is incorporated 
in the Brazilian Presbyterian 
Church. 

This work of the missionaries 


is basic, fundamental, indispen- 
sable. No amount of medical 
work, however needed and salu- 
tary, no amount of educational 
work, however unique and en- 
lightening, can compare with this 
elemental prerequisite which is 
the creation of new churches. It 
is one of the glories of the Pres- 
byterian missionary effort that it 
has never forgotten this truth. 


A LIVING MONUMENT 


The growing and thriving 
Brazilian Presbyterian Church is 
a living monument to the success 
of our missionary efforts. Not on- 
ly has the Presbyterian Church 
known how to create this national 
church, but it has also known how 
to guide it and to give it a thor- 
ough Calvinistic foundation. Last 
of all, it has known how and when 
to withdraw, thus avoiding fric- 
tion, eliminating the handicap of 
foreign control, and giving the 
Brazilian Presbyterians the op- 
portunity to govern their own 
destiny. 

One needs but to attend services 
at the Presbyterian Church in 
Lavras or the Igreja Unida of Sao 
Paulo to see how far Presbyteri- 
anism in Brazil has progressed. 
These are not small struggling 
churches hanging on for dear life 
in a vast hostile environment: 
they are big, beautiful, influential, 
and modern churches. Nor is size 
the only sign of success by any 
means. These churches have de- 
veloped inspired and well edu- 
cated ministers and some amaz- 
ingly able and consecrated lay 
leaders. 

I cannot say too much for these 
lay leaders. There are lawyers 
like Dr. Camilo Ashcar, a tremen- 
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dously impressive layman who is 
also a member of the state legis- 
lature of Sao Paulo, a dynamic in- 
dividual who takes every public 
and private opportunity to spread 
the faith. There are professors 
like Dr. Walter Schutzer, a dis- 
tinguished physicist of immense 
general culture, theological knowl- 
edge, and outstanding leadership 
in church and university. There 
are physicians like Dr. Flaminio 
Favero, a professor of medicine 
and author of a_ three-volume 
work on the law and ethics of 
medicine, who has a radiant face 
and can pray in his doctor’s office 
with a moving sincerity and ut- 
most spontaneity. 

Another physician, Dr. Eucli- 
des de Rodrigues Silva, whose 
waiting room is full of Brazilian 
Presbyterian literature where his 
patients cannot miss it, takes time 
to preach in remote places with 
inspired eloquence. There are 
judges like Dr. Celio de Melo Al- 
mada and Dr. Joao Del Nero who 
are constantly working to enlarge 
the outreach of the church, organ- 
izing groups of Protestant profes- 
sional and cultural leaders, and 
doing some deep thinking about 
the relation of the church to the 
social and political problems of 
their country. I could go for a 
long time describing the magnifi- 
cent character and ability of 
Brazilian Presbyterian laymen. 
They compare favorably with the 
very best that we have in the 
United States and excel most of 
us in their evangelistic work. 


EDUCATION AND TRAINING 


West Brazilian Presbyterian 
ministers are trained in the sem- 
inary at Campinas, which is 
owned and operated by the Braz- 
ilian Presbyterian Church. They 
receive there, an excellent theo- 
logical education which is based 
on the Bible, the Confession of 
Faith, and Calvinistic doctrine. 
When they get through that insti- 
tution, they know what they be- 
lieve and possess the spiritual re- 
sources they need to cope with the 
difficult situations they are sure 
to encounter. The main criticisms 
I heard of this seminary are that 
the training it gives is not broad 
enough intellectually and that the 
faculty is overworked. As to the 
first point, most critics said that 
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the situation is improving great- 
ly. The second point is not so 
easy to deal with because it in- 
volves two rather basic condi- 
tions. 

The first of these conditions is 
that Brazilian Presbyterians, like 
other Brazilian Protestants, need 
to develop a concept of steward- 
ship. This is difficult because the 
Roman Catholic Church has never 
done anything with it. The Ro- 
man Church often owns much 
property so that it may be regard- 
ed as an endowed church, and it 
is accustomed to charging its peo- 
ple for every service. Loose finan- 
cial practices in the Roman 
Church have made the subject of 
money a ticklish problem. Many 
Presbyterian churches do not use 
envelopes or pass collection plates, 
and some of them do not ask for 
pledges. The money is paid each 
month by the members in what- 
ever manner they see fit. This, of 
course, is not true of all the 
churches. However, getting 
enough money is a problem. 

The second of these conditions 
is the familiar South American 
practice of multiple employment. 
Most national pastors, like the 
university professors, cannot live 
on their salaries and must find a 






second occupation—usually sec- 
ondary school teaching. Even so 
eminent a man as Dr. Moraes, 
who is pastor of one of the largest 
Presbyterian churches in Brazil 
and a former Moderator of the 
General Assembly, holds a profes- 
sorship in the Law School of the 
University of Rio de Janeiro. This 
part time ministry, is, of course, 
a handicap to the church. It is al- 
so one of the factors which cuts 
down on the effectiveness of the 
theological faculty in Campinas. 


EXCELLENT SCHOOLS 


The Presbyterians of Brazil are 
strengthened by a number of ex- 
cellent schools. For instance, the 
Gammon Institute at Lavras is 
one of the best of the Presbyter- 
ian schools, as well as the oldest, 
largely because the Director has 
taken care to see that there are 
enough Protestants on the faculty 
to set the spiritual tone of the 
place. 

The best of these schools, from 
the point of view of producing 
trained and dedicated Presbyter- 
ian ministers and laymen, is un- 
doubtedly the Jnstitute Jose Man- 
oel da Conceicao, commonly 
known as JMC. This school was 
founded in 1928, located in Jan- 
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dira which is twenty miles from 
Sao Paulo, and named after an 
ex-priest who was the first Braz- 
ilian to be ordained to the minis- 
try in the Presbyterian Church. 

It has a high school course of 
four years, a college course of 
three years, and a lay workers 
course of two years. It is gov- 
erned by a Board of Trustees to 
which each of the following ap- 
point one member: the Presbyter- 
ian Board of World Missions in 
Nashville, the Presbyterian Board 
of Foreign Missions in New 
York, the Brazilian Presbyterian 
Board of Foreign Missions in 
New York, the Brazilian Presby- 
terian Church, the Brazilian In- 
dependent Presbyterian Church 
and Mackenzie University. 

Its faculty is composed entirely 
of Presbyterians and its students 
are all Protestants of whom about 
sixty per cent are Presbyterians. 
The students are sent by their 
pastors and their expenses are 
paid by their churches or presby- 
teries. The physical plant is 
Brazilian rather than American, 
which keeps down the costs of 
operation to a level which Braz- 
ilians can manage and does not 
spoil the students for work in the 
interior. Most educated Brazilians 
prefer to live in the big cities. 

JMC is a self-help school and 
thereby tends to break down the 
usual South American prejudice 
against manual labor and pro- 
motes a Christian concept of the 
vocation of every man regardless 
of occupation. All in all, the 
school is a brilliant success in 
ferms of quality of education and 
of Christian orientation. The 
majority of its graduates go on to 
the seminary to become Presby- 
terian ministers and the rest be- 
come active laymen in_ the 
church. 

The combined efforts of Ameri- 
can missionaries, national pas- 
tors, church schools and semi- 
naries, and evangelically minded 
laymen have resulted in a heart- 
eningly successful Presbyterian 
Church in Brazil. The size and 
growth of that church is a meas- 
ure of success, but by no means 
the only one. Its theological unity 
and purity is surely another cri- 
terion. Again and again I was 
told by both ministers and lay- 
men that there are no modernists 
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in the church, and the term “lib- 
eral’? which one hears occasional- 
ly has a social rather than theo- 
logical connotation. 

The Presbyterian Church of 
Brazil is actively rebuilding hu- 
man nature in the moral sense. 
It cultivates a rugged moral in- 
tegrity so badly needed in South 
America. The church will not tol- 
erate sexual laxity, unethical busi- 
ness practice, disregard of the 
Lord’s Day, prolonged nonattend- 
ance at worship services, the use 
of tobacco by church officers, and 
the drinking of any form of al- 
cohol by any member. 


THE CHURCH 
IS DISCIPLINED 


This emphasis has prevented 
the judicial function of the 
church from falling into disuse as 
it has in the United States. Some 
of these prohibitions may well be 
excessively puritanical, but they 
should be regarded as a natural 
and perhaps necessary reaction 
against an environment which 
knows so few moral restraints. It 
is hard, said a national pastor, to 
be a Protestant in Brazil. It is 
also hard, he added, to be a Prot- 
estant minister, because his work 
is not merely one of conducting 
services but of interpreting the 
Christian faith to his congrega- 
tion, assisting church members in 
a multitude of practical problems 
from faith to sanitation, and con- 
tributing his best thought to the 
leading political and social issues 
that face his country. 

The social consciousness of the 
Brazilian Protestants is also a dis- 
tinctive characteristic, and it is 
especially remarkable in that it is 
allied to theological conservatism. 
In this respect, I believe, the 
Brazilian Presbyterians are al- 
ready ahead of us in the United 
States. The Evangelical Confed- 
eration of Brazil set up a Com- 
mission on Church and Society 
which has been conducting some 
very serious studies. 

In this work, Presbyterian pas- 
tors and laymen have been play- 
ing a very prominent part, e.g., 
out of a national consultation 
comprising forty-one participants, 
sixteen were Presbyterians. 
Brazilian Presbyterian literature, 
which includes several magazines 
and church papers, is full of 


analyses, discussions, and recom- 
mendations concerning social 
problems in Brazil and the re- 
sponsibilities which ministers and 
laymen have with regard to them. 


UNIQUE VENTURE 


I should not be surprised if an- 
other breakthrough were in the 
making in Peru. There is taking 
place there a unique venture 
which is at once missionary and 
scientific. I am referring to the 
Summer Institute of Linguistics, 
a group which, in spite of its 
name, works all the year around 
under the direction of the Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma among the 
Indians in the Peruvian jungles 
that spread east of the Andes. In 
this huge and largely uncharted 
area are many Indian tribes who 
live in a completely primitive 
state. Totally neglected by both 
the Roman Church and the Peru- 
vian Government, these Indians 
live exactly as did their ancestors 
before the Spanish conquest. It is 
with them that the Summer In- 
stitute of Linguistics works. 

These Institute people are gen- 
uine scholars with professional 
academic degrees who have spe- 
cialized in language in all its as- 
pects—- philological, grammatical, 
phonetic, etc. They go out into 
the jungle and establish friendly 
relations with the Indians, learn 
the native languages, study the 
grammar, vocabulary, and pro- 
nunciation. After they have mas- 
tered an Indian language suffi- 
ciently, they proceed to teach 
these Indians to read and write it. 
Later they are taught Spanish. 
All this work becomes the source 
of books, pamphlets, and articles 
which appear in Peru and in the 
United States, and this work con- 
stitutes a serious and solid con- 
tribution to the science of linguis- 
tics. 

The Institute people also hap- 
pen to be genuine Christian mis- 
sionaries. They teach the Indians 
to be literate and Christians in a 
single operation. For this pur- 
pose they translate the Bible, be- 
ginning with the Gospel of Mark, 
into the native languages and 
then use it as a textbook. At the 
same time, these missionaries 
strive to improve sanitary and 
health conditions, agricultural 
methods, and the general social, 
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economic and moral level of the 
people. In this capacity they are 
known as the Wycliff Translators, 
a group which has no church con- 
nections. Its members belong to 
several denominations and are 
chiefly American, Canadian and 
British. 

Because the Institute turns out 
such high level scientific work, is 
entirely nonsectarian, spreads the 
Spanish language, and integrates 
the Indians in the Peruvian na- 
tion, the Peruvian Government’s 
attitude is friendly and coopera- 
tive and resists occasional attacks 
by high Roman Catholic digni- 
taries. After all, the Indians 
among whom the Institute works 
are beyond the actual reach of 
Peruvian political authority and 
are not even nominally Roman 
Catholic, so no one is being de- 
prived of anything. The work is 
so obviously beneficial, besides 
being in line with current Peru- 
vian interest in scientific research 
with cultural significance, that 
government support is a natura] 
result. 

The Summer Institute of Lin- 
guistics is a big enterprise involv- 
ing more than one hundred sixty 
scholar-missionaries. They have 
spacious offices in Lima equipped 
with short-wave radio sets so that 
they can communicate at all times 
with their people in the mission 
stations on the other side of the 
Andes. They have airplanes which 
fly back and forth bringing their 
people and supplies and are flown 
by professional pilots who are 
giving their services to the cause. 
They have a fine, beautiful, and 
well equipped home known as 
Group House in Lima where the 
missionaries who need rest or 
medical attention may stay with 
their families. 

I did not get to visit the mission 
stations for lack of time, but I 
stayed several days in Group 
House and met a number of their 
scholar-missionaries. I was very 
much impressed with them and 
happy to observe a remarkable 
fusion of the scientific spirit with 
the spirit of Christ. 


CHRISTIAN CO-EXISTENCE 


No one who crosses the thresh- 
old of Group House can doubt for 
a moment that the Holy Spirit is 
at work there. In that place one 
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finds that same joy which charac- 
terizes the Pentecostals of Chile, 
albeit much more restrained and 
refined. There is an almost pal- 
pable buoyancy, light good hu- 
mor, mutual acceptance and fel- 
lowship, and a true serenity of 
spirit. Neither hardship nor dis- 
ease discourages them, though 
they have their full share of both. 
On the other hand, even great 
achievements do not throw them 
off balance. I think the Apostle 
Paul was describing them when 
he wrote: “For I say, through the 
grace given unto me, to every 
man that is among you, not to 
think of himself more highly than 
he ought to think; but to think 
soberly, according as God hath 
dealt to every man the measure 
of faith.” (Rom. 12:3) 


bipia 
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It is because of this spiritual 
power that I ventured the opin- 
ion that another breakthrough 
was in the making in Peru. I do 
not see how such an enterprise 
could fail. However, it is prob- 
able that the results will be slow 
in becoming evident because of 
the low level of the Indians with 
which the Institute works and 
their remoteness from civiliza- 
tion. Furthermore, I am also sure 
that no Christian movement can 
subsist without the church; there- 
fore I believe that either a church 
will take over where the Institute 
leaves off or the Christianized In- 
dians will form a church of their 
own. 

This unusual form of mission- 
ary enterprise which is the Insti- 
tute shows that the spreading of 
the Christian faith cannot be im- 





prisoned in existing organization- 
al molds nor be confined to pre- 
conceived notions of how the job 
is to be done. God moves in mys- 
terious ways His wonders to per- 
form and, in this remarkable in- 
stance, has joined the academic 
elite of the most developed civili- 
zation with the most primitive 
and uncivilized people. In Christ 
it is possible for the intellectual 
and the illiterate not only to co- 
exist but to live successfully in the 
bond of fellowship. 


CONCLUSIONS 


It may have seemed strange for 
this report to begin with faculty 
problems and then swerve into 
missionary work and _ national 
churches. By this time, however, 
I trust that it seems strange no 
longer. The situations which I 
encountered in South America 
point conclusively to the truth 
that the faculty Christian move- 
ment is dependent on the church. 
It takes the church to inspire and 
hold converts among faculty and 
students. It takes the worship 
services and prayer life main- 
tained by the church to provide 
the necessary spiritual force with- 
out which prejudice and closed 
minds cannot even be dented. It 
takes the instruction of the 
church to impart and interpret 
the eternal vital truths of the 
Christian faith and keep them 
from slipping into oblivion, ob- 
scurity and misunderstanding. It 
takes the fellowship of the church 
to generate courage in a non- 
Protestant culture, to give 
warmth to human relationships, 
to radiate consolation in adver- 
sity and to provide the individual 
with a sense of belonging. 

From what I have been able to 
observe, the most successful mis- 
sionary work has proceeded from 
a tremendous spiritual urge like 
that of the Pentecostals of Chile, 
an urge so obvious and so strong, 
so definitely productive of reno- 
vated lives that it has to be recog- 
nized as the work of the Holy 
Spirit. It has also proceeded from 
an unshakable adherence to the 
Bible and biblically-based Chris- 
tian doctrine like that of the 
Presbyterians of Brazil, because 
only those who have the courage 
to be dogmatic have broken down 

(Continued on page 23) 
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An inspiring account of one priest’s journey from fear in his . . . 





I WAS a Roman Catholic 
missionary priest. 

Now I am a Christian. 

Are you surprised that I dis- 
tinguish between Roman Catho- 
lic and Christian? There is a 
great difference, and the change 
meant more than just changing 
my religion. It was a journey 
from fear to faith: “Now you 
have not received a spirit of 
bondage so as to be again in fear, 
but you have received a spirit of 
adoption as sons, by virtue of 
which we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ ” 
(Rom. 8:15.) 

Jesus says that eternal life can 
be ours by knowing God through 
the One He sent. It would be a 
lie to say that I was not taught 
about Jesus in the Catholic 
Church. But I also was taught 
about an authoritative church in 
which there is no freedom of 
thought or conscience, a church 
which puts its hierarchy and 
canon law between Jesus and me. 
I learned that early in life! 

I was born near Rome, Italy, 
on October 13, 1913. My father 
was an American citizen. ... He 
was not a Catholic; his disillu- 
sionment with priests and the 
ritual had led him to become a 
Protestant thirteen years before 
I was born. 

My mother was a Catholic. 
From her I learned my first 
prayers, and from her I received 
my first religious education. She 
ardently desired that I become a 
priest, a minister of God. Her de- 
sire became mine; to become a 
priest was the dream of my child- 
hood. 

Against my father’s will I 
entered the Franciscan Seminary 
at Artena, not far from Rome, on 
September 20, 1924. I was not yet 
eleven years old, and naturally 
did not fully realize what I was 
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doing. But my father’s tears as 
he told me goodbye impressed 
me. I also wept as we parted. The 
memory of my weeping father 
was to come to me many times as 
I studied and performed my 
priestly duties. 


MISSION TO CHINA 


To be in the seminary fulfilling 
my mother’s wish made me hap- 
py at first. But during the seven 
years I studied there I came to 
realize that I was not living 
among angels, as I had expected, 
but among sinful men. I became 
aware of things no child should 
be aware of. The errors and hu- 
man weaknesses, not to mention 
deliberate corruption, of the men 
who stood before the people 
as God’s holy representatives, 
shocked my innocent mind; my 
sufferings and doubts began in 
that seminary. Several times I 
wished to leave, but it seemed too 
difficult to abandon my vocation. 

When I was thirteen years old 
I felt a strong call to be a mis- 
sionary in China, and I reached 
that land of mysteries when I 
was seventeen. The many priests 
of different nationalities who 
ministered in that rugged land 
were more dedicated than those 
I had known in the seminary. I 
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admired them for the sacrifices 
they made to preach the Gospel. 
But there were also many other 
priests who were not so sincere. 

My studies continued for six 
years. On October 28, 1936, I re- 
ceived ordination from the hands 
of Msgr. Agapito Fiorentini, 
C.F.M., Bishop of T’ai-Yuan-Fu. 

As a Catholic missionary, I de- 
lighted to serve and obey the 
Lord in my vocation. I occupied 
several positions of responsibility 
as pastor, as director of nuns, and 
as missionary administrator. In 
1942 I went to Pei-King to study 
architecture for the good of our 
mission. At Fu-Jen-Ta Shee Uni- 
versity in Pei-King I met Prot- 
estants for the first time and 
became friends with several of 
them. I had been told that all 
Protestants were ungodly men, 
but many of them appeared to be 
sincere Christians. I saw some- 
thing in their lives that was lack- 
ing in mine. 


GROWING DOUBTS 


The years passed, and with the 
years, increasingly, came new 
doubts and fears. New experi- 
ences made me cooler toward my 
church. Was the hierarchy’s des- 
potic rule according to the Gos- 
pels? “A bishop, then, must be 
blameless, married but once, re- 
served, prudent, of good conduct, 
hospitable, a teacher, not a drink- 
er or a brawler, but moderate, not 
quarrelsome, not avaricious.” (I 
Tim. 3:2.) Did St. Peter have 
authority and superiority over 
the other apostles? “But when 
Cephas [Peter] came to Antioch, 
I withstood him to his face, be- 
cause he was deserving of blame.” 
(Gal. 2:11.) Was I to hear con- 
fession and grant absolution as 
an instrument between a holy 
God and repentant sinners? “For 
there is one God, and one Media- 
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tor between God and men, him- 
self man, Christ Jesus.” (1 Tim. 
2:5.) 

This responsibility frightened 
me. I had absolved thousands of 
people in the confession, but I 
found no peace in my own con- 
fession. Finally, feeling that I 
could no longer continue, I ceased 
to make confession; yet fear of 
dying in mortal sin persisted. 

Although my superiors held a 
good opinion of me, I no longer 
was happy in my vocation. The 
New Testament account of a lov- 
ing, forgiving Christ made me 
long to throw myself into His 
hands rather than trust my sal- 
vation to a church made up of 
corrupt, evil men. I was living in 
fear rather than in the faith set 
forth in the New Testament by 
the first Christians. 

During discussions with fellow 
priests, I revealed these thoughts, 
tentatively at first. Some of them 
had similar doubts and like me 
were concerned about the Christ- 
less lives of some of the priest- 
hood. Others were more con- 
cerned with their authority and 
position in the church than in 
what God’s Word says. 

Before the Communists took 
over our mission in China on 
May 8, 1946, I was transferred 
to the United States of America, 
then to Italy, and later to Pana- 
ma. Here again I found corrupt 
men presuming to represent a 
holy Christ as sin forgivers. 

In the year 1953 I left the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. Opinions 
expressed in the next four years 
caused the Bishop of Panama, 
through his political connections 
and power, to have me impris- 
oned. I was arrested on January 
11, 1957, and held for one week. 
The charge against me was that 
I had given out information de- 
faming the Roman Catholic 
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Church. However, I was released 
from prison when the judge rec- 
ognized my innocence. 


FREEDOM IN CHRIST 


Today, particularly during this 
special season of giving thanks 
to God, I am profoundly thankful 
for that persecution. Through it 
I learned that where there is no 
justice, where there is no mercy, 
there is no Christ. 

Then, completely separated 
from human help, I turned to 
Christ for aid. The New Testa- 
ment picture of Him by those 
who knew Him personally be- 
came a living reality to me. I 
trusted my soul to Him and 
thrilled as I sensed His Holy 
Spirit possess my life, bringing 
me unexpected peace and power. 

Released from prison, I de- 
termined to find out if there was 
a group of Christians who be- 
lieved as the Bible had taught 
me to believe. I found several 
such churches in Panama. Final- 
ly I joined the Southern Baptist 
Church. 

Bishop Francis Bekman asked 
the Immigration Office to deport 
me from Panama, but he was 
frustrated this time also. My 
name was broadcast over radio 
station WHO as one who was 
very dangerous for the Roman 
Church. But I did not care; I no 
longer believed in the Bishop or 
his church. Nor did I fear either 
of them. Christ had led me along 
the path from fear to faith. 

I am no longer a Catholic de- 
pending on what I do and what 
I give to get me to heaven. I am 
a Christian, one of a multitude 
redeemed by Christ’s precious 
blood. In St. Peter’s words, “You 
know that you were redeemed 
from the vain manner of life 
handed down from your fathers, 
not with perishable things, with 


silver or gold, but with the pre- 
cious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and _ without 
spot.” (I Peter 1:18.) 

(NoTE: Scriptures quoted are from 


the Catholic Confraternity New Testa- 
ment.) 


Christianity ... 
(Continued from page 21) 

the walls of Roman Catholicism 

and secularism. 

We who live in a Protestant 
country take too much for grant- 
ed and tend to forget that neither 
man, nor money, nor organiza- 
tion, nor staff planning can win 
people to God. God Himself wins 
them by the force of the Holy 
Spirit driving His human agents 
forward or through the intrinsic 
power of the Bible which is His 
own Holy Word. 

As it was in New Testament 
times, so it is in present day 
South America: God has chosen 
the meek and lowly—Indians, fac- 
tory workers, peasants—to build 
His Church, thereby confounding 
the wise and the powerful of this 
world. This Church will then, 
through sanctification, generate 
its own businessmen, lawyers, 
doctors, engineers, professors and 
other leaders. That it is already 
doing so in Brazil is one of the 
most significant signs of things to 
come, not only for Brazil but for 
all Latin America. 

As far as the immediate useful- 
ness of my trip is concerned, I 
should say that its main benefit 
consisted in encouraging our mis- 
sionaries by the presence of a uni- 
versity professor and in impress- 
ing upon both s-cular and Roman 
Catholic professors and other pro- 
fessional men, the idea that Prot- 
estantism and scholarship are 
compatible. Beyond this I would 
add that perhaps my greatest con- 
tribution will be the dissemina- 
tion of my findings among our 
church people in the United 
States. Information along these 
lines would do a great deal to in- 
crease interest in and support of 
our missions. It may well turn 
out that, after having been some 
sort of irregular missionary to 
South America, I shall be a more 
effective missionary for South 
American Protestantism to the 
United States. 
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Yes, the Bible... 


(Continued from page 13) 


Columbus article, whom we are 
criticizing, cannot fully convince 
us that the contrary of what we 
have stated is true and valid, 
then his specious argument com- 
pletely vanishes into thin air. In 
short, he not only argues in a 
vicious circle, but also begs the 
question! 

At this juncture, however, we 
should make one point perfectly 
clear. It is merely this: Protes- 
tant Evangelicals firmly believe 
that it was not by preaching 
alone or by the Bible alone that 
nation after nation was to be 
converted to Christ and to be 
built up in the faith during the 
first days of Christianity, but by 
both together. As fast and as far 
as the different parts of the New 
Testament came into being and 
became obtainable, they closely 
followed and quickly caught up 
with the living voice of the in- 
spired Apostles and Evangelists 
—those who knew and experi- 
enced personally Christ and His 
miracles. 

What does St. Luke say? “In- 
asmuch as many have undertaken 
to draw up a narrative concern- 
ing the things that have been 
fulfilled among us, even as they 
who from the beginning were 
eye-witnesses and ministers of 
the word have handed them down 
to us, I also have determined, 
after following up all things 
carefully from the very first, to 
write for thee, most excellent 
Theophilus, an orderly account, 
that thou mayest understand the 
certainty [asphaleiav - freedom 
from error] of the words in 
which thou hast been instructed 
[literally, catechized].” (Luke 1: 
1-4.) 

It is very clear, therefore, that 
the office of Scripture was to fix 
tradition, i.e., the infallible teach- 
ings delivered by the inspired 
Apostles and Evangelists (the 
living personal witnesses) in 
their preachings, sermons, pri- 
vate conversations and letters, to 
authenticate the spoken word, 
and transmit it through a safe 
medium, instead of entrusting 
the deposit of divinely revealed 
truth to the unreliable memory of 
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people living in different genera- 
tions. 


THE BIBLE ALL-SUFFICIENT 


This is not the only reason why 
Protestant Christians cling tena- 
ciously to the Bible and the Bible 
alone as being all-sufficient and 
supreme on questions of salva- 
tion, faith and morals. There is 
also this added but potent rea- 
son: Either the Bible and the 
Bible alone is of itself sufficient 
and supreme, or it is not. If it is, 
then, undeniably, the sufficiency 
and supremacy of the Scripture 
necessarily nullifies other teach- 
ings such as tradition, creeds, 
confessions, decisions of Popes 
or Councils, or the voice of the 
“church” as the infallible and 
authentic rule or court of appeal; 
in a word, every doctrine derived 
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from any of the other sources is 
referable to, and must depend on, 
the Scriptures for its decisions. 
Even the injunction, “Hear the 
church” (Matt. 18:17), inasmuch 
as the Scripture shows us which 
is the true church by Christ 
speaking to us therein (Eph. 2: 
19-21), can impose no other obli- 
gation than that of a respectful 
deference to her teachings as the 
interpreter of Scripture through 
her ministry; and that simply in 
the sense of explaining those 
things which God has already 
promulgated in the Bible. Hence, 
while the Church speaks to us 
ministerially and, it is sad to 
say, at times fallibly, the Bible 
always speaks to us authoritative- 
ly and infallibly. 

To demonstrate that the Bible 
alone is the only authentic foun- 
tain of religious truth, we shall 
confidently submit below for the 
consideration of our readers the 
evidences procured both from the 
internal witness of the Scriptures 
itself and also from the external 
witness of Ecclesiastical history. 


INTERNAL WITNESS 


With regard to the internal 
testimony of the Bible itself, we 
find first that during the Mosaic 
period the written law was the 
sole divinely appointed rule of 
faith and morals for the believ- 
ers belonging to the Church of 
God. As examples we shall cite a 
few of the many illustrations to 
be found in the Scriptures. “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with 
thy whole heart, and with thy 
whole soul, and with thy whole 
strength. And these words which 
I command thee this day, shall 
be in thy heart. And thou shalt 
tell them to thy children: and 
thou shalt meditate upon them 
sitting in thy house, and walking 
on thy journey, sleeping and ris- 
ing. And thou shalt bind them as 
a sign on thy hand: and they 
shall be and shall move between 
thy eyes. And thou shalt write 
them in the entry, and on the 
doors of thy house.” (Deut. 6: 
5-9.) 

“And the people being all as- 
sembled together, both men and 
women, children and strangers, 
that are within thy gates: that 
hearing they may learn, and fear 
the Lord your God, and keep, and 
fulfil all the words of this law: 
That their children also, who 
now are ignorant, may hear, and 
fear the Lord their God, all the 
days that they live in the land 
whither you are going over the 
Jordan to possess it.” (Deut. 31: 
12, 13) 

Also after the time of Moses, 
the people of Israel were directed 
to the written law. “Let not the 
book of this law depart from thy 
mouth: but thou shalt meditate 
on it day and night, that thou 
mayst observe and do all things 
that are written in it. Then shalt 
thou direct thy way, and under- 
stand it.” (Joshua 1:8.) 

“To the law rather, and to the 
testimony. And if they speak not 
according to this word, they shall 
not have the morning light.” 
(Isaias 8:20.) 

The Psalmist testifies of the 
blessedness, sweetness and power 
of the law of God in the following 
manner: “But his delight is in 
the law of the Lord, and on his 
law he ponders day and night.” 
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(Psalm 1:3.) “Thy word I hide 
in my heart, that I may not sin 
against thee.” (Psalm 118:11.) 
“Thy word is a lamp to my feet, 
and a light to my path.” (Psalm 
118 :105.) 


“IT IS WRITTEN” 


When Christ, while He was on 
earth, dealt with religious mat- 
ters such as those things pertain- 
ing to His deity, faith and morals, 
He always had recourse to an 
objective revelation—the written 
Word of God as found in the 
Bible alone. Thus our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ Himself 
definitely established the Bible as 
the sole depository of heavenly 
revealed religious truth—the one 
and only divinely appointed 
standard for faith and morals. As 
specific examples we quote the 
following texts: 

“For if you believed Moses 
you would believe me also, for he 
wrote of me.” (John 5:46.) “And 
beginning then with Moses and 
with all the Prophets, he inter- 
preted to them in all the Scrip- 
tures the things referring to him- 
self.” (Luke 24:27.) “And he 
said to them, ‘These are the 
words which I spoke to you while 
I was yet with you, that all things 
must be fulfilled that are written 
in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms concern- 
ing me.’ Then he opened their 
minds, that they might under- 
stand the Scriptures.” (Luke 24: 
44, 45.) 

When the Pharisees disputed 
His deity (Matt. 22:42-45), 
Jesus quoted Psalm 109:1 as a 
decisive answer. When the Sad- 
ducees, who disbelieved in the 
resurrection, tried to trap Him 
with difficult questions about the 
future life, Christ referred them 
to what was said to Moses at the 
bush (Exodus 3:6) as a direct 
and authoritative response to 
their skepticism. When the sub- 
ject of divorce and its grounds 
for settlement arose (Mark 10:2- 
12), Christ brought out the Word 
of God written in Genesis 2 as a 
conclusive solution of this thorny 
problem. 


When tempted in the wilder- 
ness, Christ clung tenaciously to 
Holy Scripture as the only po- 
tent weapon to be used effectively 
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against Satan. With each temp- 
tation of Satan, Christ responded 
with an “It is written.” (See 
Luke 4:1-12.) 

Christ explicitly labels the “law 
and prophets” as our golden rule: 
“Therefore all that you wish men 
to do to you, even so do you also 
to them; for this is the Law and 
the Prophets.” (Matt. 7:12.) 

When our Saviour Jesus came 
to earth, He did not destroy the 
Ten Commandments. In fact, He 
reconfirms, verifies, and enlarges 
upon them: “Do not think that I 
have come to destroy the Law or 
the Prophets. I have not come to 
destroy, but to fulfill. 

“For amen I say to you, till 
heaven and earth pass away, not 
one jot or one tittle shall be lost 
from the Law till all things have 
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been accomplished. Therefore 
whoever does away with one of 
these least commandments, and 
so teaches men, shall be called 
least in the kingdom of Heaven; 
but whoever carries them out 
and teaches them, he shall be 
called great in the kingdom of 
heaven.” (Matt. 5:17-19.) When 
we read on in Matthew 5, we find 
that He mentions commandment 
after commandment, re-states it 
as moral law, and even enlarges 
upon its meaning and significance 
to us. 

Again and again, when He was 
approached to settle some de- 
batable point on faith and mor- 
als, Christ responded: “Is it not 
written?” “It is written.” “What 
saith the Scriptures?” “Have ye 
not read?” “Go and read what 
that meaneth.” “Ye do err, not 
knowing the Scriptures.” Jesus 
Christ constantly proclaimed the 
Bible (the Scriptures) as the sole 
authoritative, infallible and au- 
thentic guide and source of 
religious doctrines. 


COURT OF APPEAL 


Next, adhering closely to the 
basic pattern set by Christ, the 
Apostles and Evangelists also 
regarded the Bible and the Bible 
alone as the only final and au- 
thoritative court of appeal for 
faith and morals. To illustrate, 
we shall list the following in- 
stances: 

First of all, they firmly believed 
that the fundamental doctrines of 
Christ were deposited ultimately 
and solely in the Bible; for the 
Bible was always considered by 
them as a “narrative concerning 
the things that have been fulfilled 
among us” (Luke 1:1), and as 
the only source of the “faith [2.e., 
Christian truths] once for all de- 
livered to the saints.” (Jude 1:3.) 
The following texts will bear this 
out. “For Moses for generations 
past has had his preachers in 
every city in the synagogues, 
where he is read aloud every 
Sabbath.” (Acts 15:21.) “And 
Paul, as was his custom, went in 
to them and for three Sabbaths 
reasoned with them from the 
Scriptures; explaining and show- 
ing that the Christ had to suffer 
and rise from the dead, and that 
this is the Christ, even Jesus, 
whom I preach to you.” (Acts 
17:2, 3) 

Second, they held that no one 
could add or subtract words or 
religious truths without eternal 
peril: “I testify to everyone who 
hears the words of the prophecy 
in this book. If anyone shall add 
to them, God will add unto him 
the plagues that are written in 
this book. And if anyone shall 
take away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God will 
take away his portion from the 
tree of life, and from the holy 
city, and from the things that are 
written in this book.” (Apoca- 
lypse 22:18, 19.) 

Third, they professed that the 
Gospel had the necessary power 
to save anyone: “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, for it is 
the power of God unto salvation 
to everyone who believes, to Jew 
first and then to Greek. For in it 
the justice of God is revealed, 
from faith unto faith, as it is 
written, ‘He who is just lives by 
faith.’”” (Romans 1:16, 17.) 
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Fourth, they frequently urged 
the Christians to turn to the 
Bible: “Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you abundantly .. .” 


(Colossians 3:16.) “For what- 
ever things have been written 
have been written for our in- 
struction, that through the pa- 
tience and the consolation afford- 
ed by the Scriptures we may have 
hope.” (Romans 15:4.) “Blessed 
is he who reads and those who 
hear the words of this prophecy, 
and keep the things that are 
written therein; for the time is 
at hand.” (Apocalypse 1:3.) 

Last, they confessed that the 
Bible was all-sufficient to settle 
any and all questions on salva- 
tion. As one example we quote 
II Tim. 3:15-17. “For from thy 
infancy thou hast known the 
Sacred Writings, which are able 
to instruct thee unto salvation by 
the faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
All Scripture is inspired by God 
and useful for teaching, for re- 
proving, for correcting, for in- 
structing in justice; that the man 
of God may be perfect, equipped 
for every good work.” 

In sum, if the Scriptures, as 
we have seen, are able to teach 
us Christ crucified, to instruct us 
in every good work, to settle our 
faith, to give us light in dark- 
ness, and to outline for us sim- 
ply and clearly the whole plan of 
salvation, then we ask: Do we 
need anything else? Of course 
not. In fact, any other medium 
claiming to be a source of divine- 
ly revealed truths, such as tradi- 
tion, would not only be unauthor- 
ized and unauthentic but also 
superfiuous! And so, if the Scrip- 
tures contain all things necessary 
to be known in order to gain 
eternal life, they must then be 
the sole and all-sufficient rule of 
faith and morals. Common sense 
substantiates this verdict. 


WITNESS OF HISTORY 


As we turn our attention to 
examine the writings of the ec- 
clesiastical fathers and doctors, 
most of whom are canonized as 
saints by the Roman Catholic 
Church, we want our readers to 
understand that we do not regard 
them as sources of divine revela- 
tion, but merely as historical wit- 
nesses who furnish us with their 
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candid but irrefutable testimony 
as to what they and the people 
of their own day believed about 
the Bible. The works of these 
church fathers and doctors are 
replete with references to the 
Bible as being the sole divinely 
appointed deposit of revealed 
truth, and the one and only au- 
thentic and infallible standard of 
faith and morals. Because of the 
lack of space, we shall limit our- 
selves to quoting only the princi- 
pal ones. 

St. Polycarp: “Neither am I 
nor is anyone like me, able to 
follow the wisdom of the blessed 
and illustrious Paul, who, being 
among you, in presence of the 
men who then lived, taught ac- 
curately and surely the word of 
truth, and who, after he was 
gone, wrote to you an epistle, 
which, if you carefully study, 
you shall be able to build your- 
selves up in the faith which has 
been delivered to you and which 
is the mother of us all.’ (E£pist. 
ad Philipp.) 

St. Irenaeus: “By no others have 
we come to the knowledge of the 
plan of salvation, but those 
through whom the Gospel came 
to us, which they then preached, 
but afterwards by the will of 
God, delivered to us in the Scrip- 
tures to be the foundation and 
the pillar of our faith.” (Adv. 
Haer.) 

St. Hippolytus: ‘‘Whosoever will 
exercise piety toward God can 
learn it nowhere but from the 
Holy Scriptures.” (Contra Haere- 
sim Noeti.) 

Origen: “The whole word of 
God is the only perfect and 
proper means of affording to 
those who wish to learn the one 
safe voice amidst discordant 
sounds.” (Comment in Evangel. 
Mattheus.) 


Lactantius: “Those things can 
have no foundation or firmness 
which are not sustained by any 
oracles of God’s Word. ... The 
faith consists of that which is 
contained in the Divine Scrip- 
tures.” (Lib. V.) 

St. Anthanasius: “‘These [the 
books of the Old and New Testa- 
ment which he listed] are the 
wells of salvation . . . in these 
alone the doctrine of the true re- 
ligion is proclaimed. Let no one 


add to them nor take anything 
from them.” (Epistola Festal.) 
“As you desire, we will give a 
brief exposition of the Christian 
faith, which, indeed, you might 
have found from the divine ora- 
cles. For, indeed, the holy and 
inspired Scriptures are sufficient 
of themselves to make known the 
truth.” (Orat. Arian.) 


St. Basil: “Those who are in- 
structed in the Scriptures ought 
to test the things that are taught 
by their teachers, and to receive 
what agrees with the Scriptures 
and to reject what is contrary.” 
( Morals.) 

St. Ambrose: ‘‘How can we use 
those things which we find not 
in the Scriptures?” (De Off. 
Minist.) 

St. Chrysostom: “Have you 
seen, O beloved, how everything 
written in the divine Scripture 
was recorded for no other pur- 
pose than for our profit, and for 
the salvation of the human race? 
.. . For there is not one of the 
spiritual or bodily sufferings 
which afflicts human nature 
which cannot thence receive a 
cure.” (Sermo XXVI de Verbis 
Apost.) 

St. Augustine: “If an angel 
from heaven shall announce to 
you more than that which you 
have received in the lawful and 
evangelical scriptures, let him be 
anathema.” (Bone Viduit.) “In 
those things which are plainly 
laid down in the scriptures, there 
are found all those things which 
pertain to the faith and morals 
of the living.” (De Doctrina 
Christiana.) “The holy  scrip- 
tures, given by the inspiration of 
God, are sufficient of themselves 
for the preaching of truth.” 
(Contr. Gent.) “The precepts re- 
lating to a good life, and the 
truths necessary to be believed, 
are clearly contained in the holy 
scripture.” (De Doctrina Christi- 
ana.) 

St. Cyril of Alexandria: “We 
are instructed in the knowledge 
of the truth by the Word of the 
Lord. We appeal from human 
testimony to the sanction of God’s 
Word, which is the most excel- 
lent, or the only standard of doc- 
trine.” (Alex. Strom.) 


St. John Damascene: “‘Al] things 
that are delivered to us by the 
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law, the prophets, the apostles, 
and the evangelists, we receive, 
acknowledge, and reverence, seek- 
ing for nothing beyond these.” 
(De Orthod. Fide.) 

Thus, all the above-cited quo- 
tations suffice to point up the fact 
that, in this controversy, even the 
church fathers and doctors are 
on the side of Protestantism and 
against Romanism. 

In view of the convincing and 
irrefutable evidences gleaned 
from the Scriptures themselves 
and from ecclesiastical history, 
we may unhesitatingly conclude 
that the Gospel gives to those 
who accept it, the only safe and 
solid foundation for their faith 
and is the only divinely appointed 
source and standard of faith and 
morals. 

To be sure, the Protestant be- 
lief in the Bible as the only au- 
thority, is not a modern idea, as 
the priest ghost-writer insinuates 
in his article. As we have clearly 
demonstrated above, it is an an- 
cient one. It goes back to the 
Mosaic period and was sanctioned 
and adopted by Jesus Christ Him- 
self and by His Apostles and 
evangelists. In a certain definite 
sense, therefore, the Protestant 
belief in the authority of the 
Bible antedates the very begin- 
ning of the Roman Catholic 
Church itself! 

Thus, when the priest-pundit 
asserts in his thesis: “We do not 
agree with the modern theory 
that the Bible is the one and only 
source of religious truth,” he 
stands contradicted by the pon- 
derous and unchallengeable in- 
ternal and external facts that we 
have already presented here. 

As a matter of historical record, 
which this author for the Knights 
deliberately covers up, the “Bible 
only” theory was even used by 
the Roman Church herself for 
fifteen hundred years. It was at 
the Council of Trent in the six- 
teenth century that the Roman 
Church implicitly denied that the 
Bible was the sole source of re- 
ligious truth, and, then too, gave 
birth to the relatively “modern” 
theory that tradition was also 
another source of divinely re- 
vealed truth, and therefore co- 
equal in authority with Scripture. 
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Pardon for Sale 
(Continued from page 15) 
a Dominican friar, began to pub- 
lish indulgences in Germany and 
to offer them for sale. He was 
employed by Albert, elector of 
Metz, and archbishop of Magde- 
burg; and Albert himself was the 
immediate agent of Leo X, whose 
profuse munificence had exhaust- 
ed the papal treasury, and in- 
duced him to replenish it by the 
most unjustifiable means. 

The indulgences in question 
were plenary, in the highest 
sense of the word; for Tetzel pro- 
claimed the complete remission 
of sins, whether past, present or 
future, to all who could pay the 
stipulated sum. He who had 
money, or he who had interest 
enough to borrow it, might trans- 
gress with impunity every pre- 
cept of the decalogue and set the 
justice of heaven at defiance. With 
an absolution already in his pos- 
session, nothing but the punish- 
ment of the civil magistrates 
could restrain him from commit- 
ting the most atrocious wicked- 
ness; and by the usurpations of 
the ecclesiastical courts, the num- 
ber of even heinous crimes which 
fell within the jurisdiction of the 
civil magistrate was small. 


‘a CHURCH, or rather 
the pope, reigned triumphant; the 
prerogative of the Supreme 
Judge was violated and de- 
stroyed; and the thunderbolt of 
divine wrath, snatched from the 
hand of omnipotence. All moral- 
ity was relaxed, all government 
weakened, and all subordination 
and obedience appeared likely to 
cease; and the pernicious tenden- 
cy of the doctrines were exceeded 
by nothing but the shameless 
impudence of Tetzel and his as- 
sociates, who published the indul- 
gences and magnified their value. 

The lives of these unblushing 
apostles corresponded with their 
mission; they often squandered 
in low debauchery the money 
which had been given by the 
pious and simple, in the hope of 
obtaining everlasting happiness; 
and such was the perception of 
their worthlessness, and general 
opinion of their character, that 
even the persons who purchased 
the indulgences were ashamed to 


be seen in the company of the 
persons who sold them. 

The princes and great lords 
were provoked to find their sub- 
jects drained of their wealth, in 
order to supply the profusion of 
the sovereign pontiff; men of re- 
flection, superior to the times in 
which they lived, marked the 
deep ignorance of the age; and 
men of learning anticipated a 
brighter era. 

In these circumstances, it 
seemed good to the providence of 
Almighty God to scatter the 
darkness, to put a stop to the ac- 
cumulating corruption, to awaken 
inquiry, and to restore the intel- 
lect of man to its exercise and 
strength. The dominion of im- 
posture and the despotism of 
Rome were now to be shaken. At 
the juncture of affairs which we 
have described above, there arose 
in Germany the celebrated Mar- 
tin Luther. 


le EVER there was a time 
when threats and dogmatism 
were improper to be used, it was 
the time of the controversy be- 
tween Luther and the agent of 
the pope. The era of ignorance 
was hastening to its close. The 
human mind was quickened and 
stimulated, the intellectual eye 
began to open, learning had re- 
vived, books were printed and 
circulated, inquiries were made 
and investigations pursued. 


At this most inauspicious time, 
Leo X and his agents proceeded 
against Luther, wholly in the way 
of despotic authority and simple 
recantation. He was summoned 
to appear at Augsburg, before 
cardinal Cajetan, a Dominican 
monk, at once the friend of Tet- 
zel and the undisguised enemy to 
the new opinions. The cardinal, 
who had the reputation of learn- 
ing and was at the same time the 
pope’s legate in Germany, was 
imprudently nominated sole ar- 
biter in the cause. 

Luther, though he perceived 
from the beginning that little was 
to be expected from the imparti- 
ality of the judge, went to the 
place appointed, ready to defend 
the sentiments he had published, 
and animated with a courage 
which nothing could resist. The 
event corresponded with the ex- 
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pectations of the Reformer. The 
cardinal stood high upon his dig- 
nity, refused to enter into a dis- 
pute with an Augustine monk, 
would listen to none of the rea- 
sons with which Luther endeav- 
ored to support his opinions, and 
required him, by virtue of the 
apostolic power with which he 
was clothed, to retract his errors 
in regard to indulgences, and the 
nature of faith, and to abstain 
for the future from the publica- 
tion of new and dangerous doc- 
trines. 

Nor was this all. The reformer 
was not only required to retract 
and abstain, but he was required 
to believe. And for the accommo- 
dation of his understanding, and 
as the subject of his belief, the 
cardinal propounded to him, in 
consequence of the apostolic pow- 
ers to which we have just alluded, 
the following authoritative dog- 
ma: “That one drop of Christ’s 
blood being sufficient to redeem 
the whole human race, the re- 
maining quantity, which was 
shed in the garden and upon the 
Cross, was left as a legacy to the 
church, from whence indulgence 
can be drawn and administered 
by the pontiffs.” 

The answer of Luther was 
temperate yet firm. He declared, 
in direct asseveration, that he 
could not renounce those opinions 
which he held to be entirely con- 
sonant with the sacred scrip- 
tures; and that nothing should 
ever induce him to do what he 
conceived to be so unworthy in 
itself, and so dishonorable and 
offensive to God. He expressed 
his willingness, at the same time, 
either to reason the matter to an 
end either with the cardinal him- 
self, or to refer it to the decision 
of certain universities which he 
named. He even went so far as 
to engage that he would abstain, 
in all time to come, from preach- 
ing or writing against indul- 
gences, provided his enemies were 
enjoined to observe a similar 
silence in regard to them. 


ee COURT of Rome had 
already decided against Luther 
and his followers. The sovereign 
pontiff had declared the new 
opinions heretical; and a bill was 
in agitation to cut off the sedi- 
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tious monk and cast him out from 
the bosom of the church. The 
document, if it may be so called, 
was very solemnly prepared. The 
whole college of cardinals was 
consulted on the occasion, and 
they were repeatedly assembled 
in order to select the most objec- 
tionable passages from the writ- 
ings of the Reformers; and the 
schools were ransacked to pro- 
cure some able canonists, that the 
sentence might be expressed with 
unexceptionable formality. 

At length on the fifteenth of 
June in the year 1520, the bull, 
so fatal to the papal interests, 
was issued. “Forty five proposi- 
tions extracted from Luther’s 
works, are condemned in it as 
heretical, scandalous and offen- 
sive to pious ears; all persons are 
forbid to read his writings, upon 
pain of excommunication; such 
as had any of them in their custo- 
dy, are commanded to commit 
them to the flames; he himself, if 
he did not in sixty days publicly 
recant his errors, and burn his 
own books, is pronounced an ob- 
stinate heretic, is excommuni- 
cated, and delivered over to Satan 
for the destruction of his flesh; 
and all secular princes are re- 
quired under pain of incurring 
the same censure to seize his per- 
son, that he might be punished 
as his crimes deserved.” 

This furious bull had no other 
effect upon the mind of Luther 
than that of exciting him to keen- 
er opposition and more systemat- 
ic hostility. He had persevered 
with habitual diligence, and with 
humble prayer to God, in the 
study of the sacred scriptures. He 
had read of the “man of sin,” the 
antichrist who was to come in 
the latter days of the church, that 
power which was to oppose itself 
to the interests of true religion 
and the dominion of the everlast- 
ing God. 

He marked the resemblance 
between the description of this 
power given us in the sacred 
books, and the unjustifiable pre- 
tensions and blasphemous arro- 
gance of the holy see. He noted 
the distinguishing circumstances 
alluded to in the particulars, of 
“sitting in the temple of God (re- 
ferring to the man of sin) and 
showing himself that he is God,” 
of “lying wonders,” and the “de- 





ceivableness of unrighteousness,” 
of “forbidding to marry,” and 
“commanding to abstain from 
meats,” and revolving the whole 
matter in his mind, he at length 
boldly pronounced the Pope the 
man of sin, and the power of the 
Roman church to be the deadly 
power which should raise itself 
in the latter days against the 
sovereignty of Christ. 


—_— A VAST assem- 
blage of people in the town of 
Wittemburg, he threw the papal 
bull, and the volumes of canon 
law, into the flames, appealing 
to a general council, which he 
declared to be the only tribunal 
where his cause could be judged, 
and to which, in the opinion of 
Christendom, the pope himself 
was subject. He warmly exhorted 
the princes of Europe to shake 
off the yoke which they had too 
long and too ignominiously borne, 
and offered thanksgivings to Al- 
mighty God that he had been 
selected as the advocate of true 
religion, and, according to the 
measure of his abilities, as a 
friend to the liberties of mankind. 

Upright in his intentions, and 
fair and direct in all his conduct, 
no man could justly charge him 
with duplicity; he disdained the 
crooked artifices of little minds; 
but his zeal was often exces- 
sive, his temper inflexible and 
haughty, and his language, espe- 
cially in controversy, contemptu- 
ous and coarse. Yet there was in 
the coarseness a barbaric 
strength; and such was the pow- 
er of his opposition that it was 
not safe for any one who valued 
himself on his literary reputation 
to awaken him into rage. His 
piety was very great and sincere; 
and in his last moments he dis- 
coursed to his friends of the 
happiness of Heaven, with a de- 
light which could have resulted 
from nothing but a well ground- 
ed hope of immortality. He left a 
character to be imitated in almost 
every thing but the excess of his 
zeal; nor will the friends of genu- 
ine Christianity, of literature or 
of liberty, ever mention his name 
but with the gratitude and rever- 
ence which are due to the bene- 
factors of mankind. 
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Faith Tested by Degrees 


Devotion to “Mary and acceptance 
of all the great prerogatives by which 
the [Roman] Church honors her above 
all the angels and saints, and second 
only to Christ, form the test of the 
Christian religion.” 

This contention was voiced by 
Father John A. Hardon, S.J., West 
Baden College, West Baden Springs, 
Ind., to the Daughters of the Queen 
Society at their annual banquet. It 
followed Pontifical Mass at which 
Archbishop John A. Floersh presided. 

Father Hardon said he was posing 
a challenge “to our separated breth- 
ren who find it impossible to accept 
our position with regard to the 
Blessed Virgin.” 

A person is a true Christian, the 
Jesuit continued, in the degree to 
which he believes in the three great 
truths about Mary: Her Immaculate 
Conception, her Motherhood of God, 
and her Assumption into heaven. 

“In the degree which a person be- 
lieves that Mary was immaculately 
conceived,” Father Hardon stressed, 
“that she is the Mother of God, and 
is now gloriously in heaven, body and 
soul, interceding for us with her Di- 
vine Son, to that extent is he a true 
Christian. 

“Insofar as he deviates from these 
Marian doctrines and, worse still, 
shows himself hostile to us who be- 
lieve in them, we do not question his 
sincerity, but we say that he has de- 
parted from the Gospel of Christ and 
is alien to the spirit of Chrisianity.” 


The Register, May 18, 1958 


An Accommodation to 
the Dance 


The first attempts to Christianize 
the ancient lantern dance festival, in 
which Buddhists in Japan commemo- 
rate their dead ancestors, were made 
by Maryknoll Father Leo Steinbach. 
(Italics added) 

Called bon odori, it is the year’s 
main social event. The young folks 
gather at the local temple and dance 
and sing into the night, with the old- 
sters watching the entertainment. 

The ballads are written usually by 
Buddhist monks, and praise heroes 
who lived and died several hundred 
years ago. 

Most young [Roman] Catholics hes- 
itated to participate in the event. 
Those who did were called hypocrites 
by pagan neighbors. Because young 
Catholics felt isolated from the social 
life of the village, Father Steinbach, 
from Chariton, Ia., felt that the [Ro- 
man] Church should help supply the 
young Catholics with a social life. 

With the approval of Bishop Paul 
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Furuya of Kyoto, he decided to put 
on a Catholic bon odori. A Catholic 
poetess wrote a ballad praising the 
life of Takayama Ukon, a saintly and 
famous Christian. 

A professional ondo-tori, or “call- 
er,” was hired. Everyone was invit- 
ed, and even the non-Catholics attend- 
ed. All were unanimous in their 
praise and approval. Since then other 
sections of the Kyoto Diocese adopt- 
ed the Catholic bon odori. 


The Register, June 22, 1958 


In Contempt of Law 


St. Florian’s Catholic church of near- 
by Hatley, Wis., was fined three hun- 
dred fifty dollars Tuesday in Marathon 
county court here |Wausau, Wis.,| as 
a result of the congregation’s annual 
picnic. 

The congregation, through attorney 
Emil Wakeen, entered “no contest” 
pleas to charges filed by agents of the 
Wisconsin beverage and cigaret tax 
division who raided the picnic Sunday. 

Judge Frank G. Loeffler ruled [the 
church] guilty of selling liquor without 
a license and maintaining gambling de- 
vices. He ordered a two-hundred-fifty- 
dollar fine on the liquor charge and 
one hundred dollars on the gambling 
charge. 

In imposing the fines, Loeffler made 
it clear he was concerned chiefly with 
the effect on young people of such 
law violations by churches. "If we are 
sincere about wanting to improve 
juvenile conditions in Marathon coun- 
ty, we must go all out,” he said. 

Answering Wakeen’s remark that this 
kind of violation of the state’s anti- 
gambling laws “has been going on for 
years, and everybody knows it,” the 
judge said: 

“The tragedy is that persons who in- 
sist on violating this law cannot see 
what the ultimate result may be.” 

Confiscated at the picnic by state 
agents were dice and bingo equipment, 





a numbers wheel similar to a roulette 
wheel and a horse race board. While 
the gambling devices were being placed 
in an agent’s car, the picnickers began 
a “ruckus,” witnesses testified yester- 
day. 

One agent, Arthur Fadness, sixty, 
Madison, Wis., died of a heart attack 
during the altercation. Reports on 
whether he actually had been involved 
in the fighting varied. Another agent 
said he was knocked to the ground and 
had narrowly avoided being kicked in 
the face. When one agent drew his 
gun, the Rev. Raymond Rucki, pastor 
of St. Florian’s, stepped in to help re- 
store order, it was testified. 

The agents also said they found 
whiskey being sold at twenty-five cents 
a shot. The church had a license to 
sell only strong beer. 

Following the court order yesterday, 
Father Rucki said he regarded the rul- 
ing as “fair,” but objected to “all the 
publicity” the matter has received. He 
said the main purpose of Sunday’s pic- 
nic was to raise money to operate 
busses for [Roman] Catholic children 
who attend parochial school. 

“Last year we made seven thousand 
dollars at our picnic,” he said. “And 
this year we could have topped that.” 

In court, Wakeen called the raid “un- 
fair.” He criticized “singling out this 
congregation without any previous in- 
dication from the district attorney’s 
office or elsewhere that what has been 
tolerated in the past no longer will be 
tolerated.” 

Discussing the case later, District 
Attorney Roland Keberle denied any 
“vindictiveness” by the state agents. 
“Had they wanted to,” he said, “they 
could have brought charges against 
everyone at the picnic who had gam- 
bled, and they could have confiscated 
all the cash receipts.” 


Minneapolis Morning Tribune 
Sept. 3, 1958 
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Open Letter to the 
Congressman from N. Y. 


The Honorable Victor L. Anfuso 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: On July 22nd this 
year, you filled nearly six pages 
of the Congressional Record with 
encomiums of Pius XII, and the 
next day you added nearly two 
pages more. 

First, I question such extensive 
use of a journal, established at 
the tax-payers’ expense primarily 
as a work-sheet for Congress, to 
propagandize a religion. Good 
taste might permit a_ limited 
amount of such use now and then, 
but eighteen thousand words at 
a single effusion bursts the 
bounds of reason! And the claims 
you made for him! 

For example, the title, The 
Reign of Pius XII. The anomaly 
of the word “reign,” as applied 
to the leader of a “‘Christian”’ re- 
ligion, is obvious. However, the 
way he dresses, his jeweled crown 
and ermine robes; the palace he 
inhabits; the abasement he ac- 
cepts and expects of his follow- 
ers; his claim to infallibility; his 
claim to rule by divine right; his 
inordinate thirst for power; his 
claim to absolute sovereignty on 
earth—these may justify the 
term “reign” but they are not 
identifiable with the gentle Jesus. 

Your article says: “The objects 
of Pius XII... are easily sum- 
marized: ...to help the invaded 
countries; . . . and to denounce 
unceasingly all tyranny and all 
crimes against humanity.” Ex- 
amine these two items a little 
more closely. The claim of help- 
ing the invaded countries looks 
queer against the backdrop of 
facts. While the Protestant West 
was bending over backwards to 
protect the Vatican from allied 
bombings, the minions of Hitler 
and Mussolini were bombing 
Westminster Abbey mercilessly. 
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* Views and opinions ex- 
pressed in this depart- 
ment do not necessarily 
represent the viewpoint 
of this magazine. 


If the Pope ever uttered one 
word of protest the press did not 
record it. 


Your noble claim that “he de- 
nounced unceasingly all tyranny 
and all crimes against humanity,” 
does not square with the facts. 
The Los Angeles Examiner of 
December 25, 1942, carried the 
Pope’s Christmas message. Under 
the topic “Mother,” he is quoted: 
“She” [the Roman Church] “does 
not intend to take sides for either 
of the particular forms in which 
the peoples and states strive to 
solve the gigantic problems of 
domestic order or international 
collaboration.” In another state- 
ment quoted in the same paper 
he said: “‘Today the greater part 
of humanity bears the responsi- 
bility for the errors and damage 
done.” 

One is reminded of the state- 
ment attributed to Dante, “The 
hottest fires of hell are reserved 
for the man who takes a neutral 
position when a moral issue is at 
stake.” But was he neutral? 

The Japanese Kagawa, reply- 
ing to a criticism of a broadcast 
he made during the war, said: 
“The only time I made a broad- 
cast during the war was at 
Christmas time. Those were, in 
the main, spiritual messages ad- 
dressed to our troops and devo- 
tional messages addressed to my 
people in war time. I made one 
other broadcast in response to 
rumors that American troops 
were committing atrocities such 
as grinding our captured men be- 
neath the treads of their tanks. 
This information on the alleged 
atrocities had come in a broadcast 
from the Pope in Rome. Of 
course, I knew nothing at the 
time of the atrocities our own 
soldiers were committing against 
American soldiers and the native 
civilians.” (Unconquerable Kaga- 
wa, Emerson O. Bradshaw, p. 
138) 





In other words, the Pope was 
not acting as a great impartial 
spiritual leader, revealing and 
condemning with equal force all 
inhuman practices wherever and 
by whomever committed. Rather, 
he viciously attacked the Ameri- 
can forces but covered the atroci- 
ties of the Japanese with silence. 
This is not the act of a great 
spiritual leader but of a partisan 
using his high office to win vic- 
tory for the side he espouses re- 
gardless of the tactics it may use. 


As for the claim that he de- 
nounced “unceasingly all tyranny 
and all crimes against humanity,” 
permit me to jog your memory 
again. Is it not a fact that the 
Vatican had a concordat (treaty) 
with every Nazi-Fascist-Falange 
government in Europe? Was not 
the head of every one of them a 
Roman Catholic? Did not this 
same Pope refer to one of them 
as “a man sent from Provi- 
dence?” Is it not a fact that this 
Pope, as cardinal Pacelli, and act- 
ing for the Vatican, was the 
“architect” of the concordat with 
Hitler? Is it not a fact that 
though Hitler was a Roman Cath- 
olic (Der Fuhrer, Konrad Hei- 
den, pp. 44, 45, 52, 53, 70) and 
guilty of the most heinous crimes, 
the Pope never once threatened 
him with excommunication? (He 
did excommunicate Tito, not for 
his terrible crimes but because 
he refused to obey the Roman 
Church in a struggle between 
church and state for supremacy.) 


Did not this Pope send the 
papal representative, who had 
been in this country and was 
thoroughly familiar with condi- 
tions both here and in England 
to be his ambassador in Japan? 
Did he not do this over the pro- 
test of both America and Eng- 
land? 


One cannot but wonder what 
kind of psychology is at work 
here. Is it the thought that words 
will change the record of the re- 
lationship that existed among the 
Vatican, Nazi-Fascist-Falange, 
Japanese forces? Dean _ Inge, 
writing in the Churchman (Au- 
gust 1, 1942, p. 5), states: “Ro- 
man Catholicism is Fascism in 
religion; it appeals to the same 
type of mind that swells the 
ranks of Mussolini’s and Hitler’s 
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followers. The Spanish and 
French Fascists are nearly all 
Catholics.” 

I know that religious journals, 
with some notable exceptions, 
are not expected to be objective, 
but the Congressional Record is 
not a religious periodical. Surely 
we have a right to expect that a 
man holding an exalted national 
position, out of deference to his 
own integrity, to his respect for 
the job he holds, to a clear sense 
of where his top loyalty belongs, 
will winnow the propaganda 
from the fact, and will submit to 
the Congressional Record only 
pertinent, substantiated facts. 
Most Americans will evaluate 
your work in Congress by how 
well you serve America. Your 
service to your church will be 
most appreciated by most of us 
when it is restricted to church 
affairs. 


JOHN W. WILSON 
Long Beach, Calif. 


Miracles of 
Superstition 


Dear Sir: Several weeks ago I 
sent a letter to the Reader’s Di- 
gest protesting against their pub- 
lication of an article permeated 
with false propaganda concerning 
the “miracles” at Lourdes. En- 
closed is a copy of their reply and 
my response to it. 


CHARLES R. MURRAY 
Berkeley, Calif. 


Dear Mr. Murray: Thank you 
for your recent letter protesting 
against Digest publication of ma- 
terial on the Catholic shrine at 
Lourdes and the present Pope. 

We assure you now, as we did 
previously when you wrote on the 
same subject, that the Reader’s 
Digest is not biased in favor of 
the Catholic Church or any other 
one church. The Digest reflects 
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish 
opinion, as a general magazine 
should in our judgment. In 1955 
we even branched out with an ar- 
ticle on Buddhism (July) and one 
on Islam (May). But you’ll find 
that a very good proportion of our 
religious pieces are about Protes- 
tants or written from a Protes- 
tant viewpoint. As we pointed out 
before, we feel free to print ma- 
terial with which Catholics may 
disagree. Our articles on birth 
control—the recent ‘““What Prog- 
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ress Toward More Effective Birth 
Control?” for example—and some 
of our historical pieces have 
brought forth considerable Catho- 
lic criticism. 

You were thoughtful to express 
your interest in and concern for 
the magazine and to give us this 
further opportunity to explain 
our policy. 

Sincerely, 
THE EDITORS 

Dear Editors: Thank you for 
your letter ... if you will kindly 
read my letter again you will see 
that my protest was not against 
factual articles, but against prop- 
aganda permeated with falsehood. 
Against “Brother Albino’s Mira- 
cle” in the June number of the 
Reader’s Digest I have nothing to 
say, as, presumably, it is factual. 

Articles that claim miraculous 
cures at Lourdes at such great 
variance with available facts are 
wretched propaganda. To lure the 
sick from all over the world with 
false hopes is most cruelly deceit- 
ful. To associate that miserable 
hoax with miraculous Divine pow- 
er is deep-dyed blasphemy. If any 
other religious group—Protes- 
tant, Hindu, or other, as well as 
Roman—should be guilty of such 
unpardonable deceit, I would de- 
nounce that group, also. 


CHARLES R. MURRAY 
Berkeley, Calif. 


Limelight for an Hour 


Editor: As an educator of Hun- 
garian origin, active in this coun- 
try since 1932, I was approached 
for help by a number of Hungari- 
an refugees of the 1956 exodus, 
with humanistic backgrounds. In 
each case I found out that they 
were sponsored by the (Roman) 
Catholic Welfare Conference, who 
guaranteed their support. How- 
ever, in no case about which I 
heard was the refugee cared for 
by this Conference for any length 
of time, nor were attempts made 
to place him. In all instances 
which came to my attention, the 
refugees—father, mother, with 
two to three children — were 
dumped on the community, and 
secular or Protestant agencies 
and individuals did the helping, 
whether in Philadelphia or San 
Francisco. All too often, Father X 
was never at home when the poor 


Hungarian refugee wanted to see 
him; and in some cases the refu- 
gee did not even know the name 
of the local representative of his 
sponsoring agency. But the Con- 
ference fought for the highest 
possible quota when the admis- 
sions were distributed—as an- 
other step in out-breeding the 
numb and blind majority of this 
country. 

And since Austria and Hun- 
gary once formed a monarchy, it 
may not be too irrelevant to re- 
mark on how a German-speaking 
parish priest from the West side 
121st Street appeared at St. Pat- 
rick’s to speak in German and 
English at the solemn mass for 
Chancellor Raab of Austria. This 
technique of giving a Spanish, 
Italian, or other foreign-language- 
speaking parish priest the lime- 
light for an hour, when visitors 
from those respective lands come 
to New York City, is an estab- 
lished procedure. After the visit, 
the poor fellow can go back to the 
slums and the exclusively Irish 
apparatus (with its one Italian 
auxiliary bishop swinging on the 
fringe) reigns again and the 
Jesuits in the center take over 
their unrelenting boring. 


P. J. CLEMENS 
New York City 


Double Talk 


Dear Dr. Montafio: Attached is a 
copy of a letter that I have just 
written to Archbishop Richard 
Cushing of Boston. 

I feel sure that if every reader 
of Christian Heritage would take 
the time to write to his Congress- 
men, Representatives, etc., and 
quote a few of the Roman Catho- 
lic pronouncements such as I have 
in the enclosed letter, it would 
help a great deal in educating 
some of our politicians. 

I should like to make one re- 
quest for the benefit of your read- 
ers. Please publish the addresses 
to which they should write to 
their Congressmen and Repre- 
sentatives in Washington, D.C., 
and also inform them on how to 
reach their State legislators. I 
really believe that much of our 
effectiveness in dealing with is- 
sues is lost through failure to give 
the people this information. 

Wo. H. CLAPPER, Minister 
Arcadia, California 
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(Copy) 


Bishop Richard J. Cushing 
Archdiocese of Boston 
Boston, Mass. 


Dear Bishop Cushing: I have just 
read in the Tidings (Catholic 
Archdiocese paper of Los An- 
geles) issue of 23 May, 1958, the 
following article under the head- 
ing, “No Bishop Wants Union 
With State: Archbishop Richard 
J. Cushing of Boston said here 
that he had ‘never met an ecclesi- 
astical leader who desired union 
of Church and State in this coun- 
try. We are still misunderstood 
by many without the fold. Some 
have the idea we are looking for 
power, or the union of Church 
and State, or are under secret 
orders or commission from Rome. 
I for one want absolutely no part 
of anything of the kind. And I 
know that all the others of the 
hierarchy go along with that con- 
viction. I have never met an ec- 
clesiastical leader who desired the 
union of Church and State in this 
country, yet I have heard count- 
less numbers of them pay tribute 
to our tradition of separation of 
Church and State.’ ” 

I am a little confused and ask 
if you will explain to me whether 
the [Roman] Catholic Church has 
had a change of heart, or whether 
this paper mis-quoted what you 
said. It is also possible that I have 
misunderstood what I read. 

You see, it was you who stated 
in the New York Times of 14 
January, 1947: “The extreme de- 
velopment of the idea of separa- 
tion of the Church and State is 
‘fantastic and un-American.’ ” 

It was Pope Pius IX who stated: 
“The proposition that “The Church 
must be separated from the State, 
and the State from the Church’ is 
false.” (The Great Encyclical 
Letters of Pope Leo XIII, page 
126, published by Benziger Bros.) 

Prof. James M. O’Neill, an out- 
standing Catholic author, speaker, 
and educator, delivered a lecture 
on February 13 at the Oblate 
Fathers’ Pine Hills Seminary in 
which he stated: “According to 
the Constitution of the United 
States, there is no separation of 
Church and State. It is only 
through the grossest misunder- 
standing and mis-interpretation 
that the idea of a constitutional 
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separation of these societies has 
permeated the American people.” 
(The Mississippi Register, Nat- 
chez, Miss. March 1, 1957) 

Rev. John C. Murray, in the 
Roman Catholic journal, America 
of 15 February, 1947 stated: “It 
is already significant that the 
Protestant campaign (against the 
use of federal funds for parochial 
schools) is not being waged under 
the device of ‘religious liberty’ or 
‘freedom of conscience;’ neither 
of these two positive, intelligible 
formulae would suit the purpose. 
Rather, the banner bears the slo- 
gan, ‘separation of Church and 
State’—that negative, ill-defined, 
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basically un-American formula 
with all its overtones of religious 
prejudice.” 

Pope Leo XIII, as reported to 
the New York Herald on Novem- 
ber 7, 1885, declared: “All Cath- 
olics should exert their power to 
cause the Constitution of States 
to be modeled on the principles of 
the true church (meaning Roman 
Catholicism) .” 

According to Catholic Princi- 
ples of Politics (Ryan and Bo- 
land, pages 313 and 314, The Mac- 
millan Co., 1940): “But Pope 
Leo goes further. He declares 
that the State must not only ‘have 
a care for religion’ but recognize 
the true religion. This means the 
form of religion professed by the 
Catholic Church. It is a thorough- 
ly logical position. If the State is 


under moral compulsion to pro- 
fess and promote religion, it is 
obviously obliged to profess and 
promote only the religion that is 
true; for no individual, no group 
of individuals, no society, no 
State is justified in supporting 
error or in according to error the 
same recognition as to truth.” 


Many other popes have made 
like statements. Such statements 
give me uneasy feeling about my 
freedom, especially after reading 
the Bull “Unam Sanctam” of 
Pope Boniface VIII as taken from 
the Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 
XV, pages 126, 127 in part: 
“Under the control of the [Ro- 
man] Church are two swords, 
that is, two powers. ... Both 
swords are in the power of the 
[Roman] Church; the Spiritual is 
wielded in the Church by the 
hand of the clergy; the Secular is 
to be employed for the Church by 
the hand of the civil authority, 
but under the direction of the 
Spiritual Power. ... This author- 
ity, although granted to men, and 
exercised by man, is not a human 
authority, but rather a Divine 
one, granted to Peter by Divine 
commission and confirmed in him 
and his_ successors. . . . Now, 
therefore, we declare, say, deter- 
mine and pronounce that for 
every human creature it is neces- 
sary for salvation to be subject 
to the authority of the Roman 
pontiff.” 

After studying the above state- 
ment I am also wondering how 
this would affect a [Roman] 
Catholic candidate for president? 
According to everything I read in 
[Roman] Catholic pronounce- 
ments I am led to believe the fol- 
lowing: that the Roman Church 
does want Church and State 
union; that all Roman Catholic 
candidates and all Roman Catho- 
lic politicians are to work toward 
union of Church and State and 
the recognition of the Roman 
Church as the State church; and 
that all politicians and a “Cath- 
olic President” would be under 
the direct orders of the Roman 
pontiff. 

Would you be good enough to 
inform me as to just what is the 
official Roman Catholic position 
today. 

Wo. H. CLAPPER, Minister 


Arcadia, California 
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